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ECAFE Subcommittee Meets, Works 


To Promote New Trade Increases 


Reports of rising levels of international trade gave new impetus 
and importance to discussion of trade promotion problems by the Sub- 
committee on Trade of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East, meeting in its second session at Tokyo, October 


29-November 5. 


Participating in the session were 130 
representatives and observers from 29 
Asian and non-Asian countries. 

Delegates from almost every country 
reported higher trade for 1955 and pre- 
dicted an equally good or better volume 
for 1956. Programs in carrying out eco- 
nomic development plans in countries 
of the ECAFE region, already reflected 
in a rising import level, was regarded 
by the Subeommittee as a factor favor- 
ing further trade increases. ~ 

Though some countries reported new 
bilateral agreements, increased inter- 
est was shown in the expansion of multi- 


_~.* 





This resume of the ECAFE Subcommittee 
session was prepared by E. E. Schnelibacher, 
Director, Office of Trade Promotion, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. $. Department of 
Commerce, who was chairman of the United 
States delegation to the session. 





lateral trade and the development of 
private-enterprise methods of trade 
promotion. 

Also apparent was a keener aware- 
ness of the effectiveness with which 
trade among countries can be promoted 
by the interchange of commercial in- 
formation and the exchange of data 
on export and import opportunities and 
potentials. An advance in this direc- 
tion is the Subcommittee’s endorsement 
of proposals for the establishment of a 
training center for trade promotion per- 
sonnel. Both India and Japan offered 
to provide host facilities for training 
selected personnel from other govern- 
ments of the region. 

Indirect methods of export promo- 
tion, such as the establishment of ex- 
port promotion agencies or councils 
and participation in international trade 
fairs, also appear to be receiving greater 
attention in the area. 

Meeting during a trying period in 
world affairs, against a background of 
crisis in the Near East over the Suez 
Canal situation and of decisions by the 
General Assembly of the United Na- 
tions, Subcommittee delegates devoted 
serious attention to the important prob- 





lem of ocean freight rates. At a time 
when freight rates were climbing al- 
most daily, the session considered the 
long-term implications of shipping 
availabilities for countries lacking mer- 
chant marines, and of the supply-de- 
mand factors of shipping space as re- 
lated to raw material prices. 


Among several important commod- 
ity studies undertaken by the Secre- 
tariat, the market analysis of coconut 
and coconut oil presented at the ses- 
sion received the most attention. Such 
industry problems as quality standard- 
ization of copra, utilization of byprod- 
ucts, and improvement of warehousing 
facilities were fully discussed. 


Trade Potentials Seen 

Discussion of other commodities re- 
vealed potentials for expansion of trade 
in iron ore, coal, salt, fish, and fish 
products. It was concluded that intra- 
regional trade in these items could be 
expanded without prejudice to world 
trade. Several delegates expressed the 
opinion that long-term contracts be- 
tween exporters and. importers were 
needed to stabilize the prices of certain 
commodities. 


A report, compiled by the Secretariat, 
on regulations and procedures for the 
conduct of international trade promises 
to find wide use. Based on replies to 
a questionnaire submitted to member 
governments, it includes regulations on 
import and export licensing, as well as 
a presentation of problems relating to 
customs, business travel, and govern- 
ment purchases, together with a num- 
ber of recommendations to countries 
which have made less progress than 
other countries have shown to be prac- 
ticable. The Subcommittee urged that 
certain practices recommended by the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade be adopted in the interests of 
simplifying and eliminating adminis- 
trative and procedural roadblocks to 
trade. 


Customs Study Planned 
Following the United States delega- 
(Contiuued on page 4) - 


Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—ranging from compréhensive 
economic and business data to details 


businessmen in their own cities or 
localities through the 32 Field Offices 
of the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 


ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep constantly 
abreast of developments in the Unit- 
ed States and abroad. Aided by the 


ington, 


munities. 


by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 


apapecrane, N. 
Office Bid 


St. Bid 


e Os, 
Chicago é, iil. noe W. Jackson Blvd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. §&. 
and Courthouse. 
Cieveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 22, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 
Houston 2, Tex. 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, la., 425 Federal Bid 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bldg. 
Les Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3, Tenn. * 212 Falls Bldg. 
Miami 32 Fia., 300 NE. First Ave. 


New York 17, 
Philadelphia 7 Be ty 1015 C wey St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., ie Second _ 
i 22 re 9 Nig Sixth 


-_Y., 110 E. 


house. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wels Ave. 
Richmond 19, Va., 1103 E. Main St. 


sf Lake City 1, Utah, 


San Francisco 11, Calif., 
s —— 
avanna a. 
Post Office Bid dg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 
For local 
U. 8. Government section of phone book. 





on export and import regulations—is” 
quickly and directly available to 


Conveniently located in the busi- 


current information and publications 
sent to them regularly from Wash- 
they are well equipped to 
serve world traders in their com- 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—-which have been fur- 
nished with Department of Com- 
merce publications, reference mate- 
rial, and other information, for use 


Mex., Room $821 Post 
&. 
Atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 


&. 
Boston 9, Mass. " 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bl +t 
Buffalo 3, ™ 7 a Ellicott St. 
a} 4, Area 2, Sergeant 
asper Bld “West End Broad St. 
on Federal Office Bldg. 


Post Office 


Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
New "Setsans 33, La., 333 St. Charles Ave, 
45th St. 


Portland 4, Greg., 217 Old U. Tt Court- 


St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 
222 SW. Temple 


Room 419 Cus- 
235 U. 8. Courthouse and 


telephone numbers consult 





Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 
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Prospects for Fourth Quarter Brighter 





Costa Rican Business Activity Slow 


‘Costa Rican business was slow in the third quarter, retail mer- 
chants reporting smaller sales than normal for that period, but the 


trend was upward in September. 


Circulating media in August dropped to 318 million colones (5.615 
colones=US$1), lowest point for the year and lower than any point for a 


like period in 1955, but increased to 
325.9 million colones in September. 
Official foreign-exchange reserves de- 
clined to US$12 million as of Septem- 
ber 30, in comparison with $14 million 
as of August 31 and $24.6 million on 
September 30, 1955. This decline though 
serious, was less than anticipated. The 
first coffee sales in October were ex- 
pected to reverse this trend. The pre- 
dicted good coffee crop, foreign ex- 
change from the World Bank’ (IBRD) 
loan, and the expansion of construction 
activities on the Inter-American High- 
way probably will result in a strong 
upward movement in reserves. 


Credit Ceilings Increased 


The cost-of-living index rose to 108 
as of July 31 (1952=100), from the 
low of 107.6 in June, but in August 
resumed the downward trend, reach- 
ing 106.9 where it remained through- 
out September. 

The Central Bank of Costa Rica in- 
creased the commercial banks’ credit 
ceiling to nearly 467 million colones 
as of August 31, an increase of some 45 
million colones over the ceiling as of 
March 31, and an increase of approxi- 
mately 80 million colones over the Au- 
gust 31, 1955, ceiling. Loans by the 
commercial banks as of August 31 were 
380.2 million colones, or some 87 million 
colones below the authorized ceiling. 
The largest increases in the credit 
ceilings were for the financing of higher 
coffee production and the issuance of 
bonds for economic promotion. 

Negotiations for a $3-million loan 
from the World Bank were concluded 
on September 18. The loan, Costa 
Rica’s first from the World Bank, has 
a 7-year term with payment to begin 
on October 1, 1958. Proceeds are to 
be used by the National Banking Sys- 
tem for loans to finance imports of 
capital goods for industry, agriculture, 
and cattle breeding. 

The United Fruit Co. subsidiary, 
Compania Bananera, and the Costa 
Rican Government signed a contract on 
July 20, which provides for the opening 
of a line of credit by the company of 
US$1.5 million in the Government’s 
favor. The credit is to be used for 
social and economic improvements in 
the banana zones. 

Prospects for the predicted record 
1956-57 coffee crop continue excellent, 


with estimates of overall production 
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maintained at 800,000 quintals (1 quin- 
tal=100 pounds), of which more than 
700,000 quintals will be exported. In- 
come from the 1956-57 crop is estimated 
at US$49 million. 


The Standard Fruit Co.’s board of 
directors approved the pending project 
for entry into banana operations along 
Costa Rica’s Atlantic coast, provided 
that satisfactory arrangements are 
worked out regarding the remittance 
of profits and amortization. Company 
operations in the Atlantic zone would 
be of particular benefit to this area, 
which has suffered an economic depres- 
sion in recent years owing to the low 
world cacao prices, the abandonment 
of abaca cultivation, and the previous 
abandonment for banana cultivation by 
the United Fruit Co. 


Banana Crop Damaged 
Another blowdown on July 30 seri- 
ously damaged banana plantations of 
Compania Bananera for the second time 
this year. An estimated 863,000 stems 
of bananas were lost in the Golfito area. 
This damage, coupled with the loss of 
14 million stems suffered earlier in 
1956, represents a heavy loss in revenue 
for the Government and for the com- 
pany. Based on 1955 prices, the losses 
suffered may reach US$8 million in 

terms of potential export value. 


The Second Cattle Exposition of 
Guanacaste Province held July 22-25 
pointed up the substantial progress 
made in cattle breeding in Costa Rica. 
Approximately 450 head of prize cattle 
were exhibited by 65 cattlemen. The 
majority of the cattle were either im- 
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ported from the United States or bred 
from imported stock. 

The National Production Council an- 
nounced that the export quota for cat- 
tle for the period August 1, 1956-July 
31, 1957, would be 15,000 head. This 
figure represents an increase of 3,000 
head over the quota for the correspond- 
ing period in 1955-56. Exports in 
1955-56 totaled gPout 8,600 head. 


Power Plant Constructed 


The new diesel-power plant at Colima 
constructed by the Instituto Costar- 
ricense de Electricidad (ICE), an au- 
tonomous Government agency, was 
formally inaugurated on August 25. 
Built at an estimated cost of 12 million 
colones, this is the first major project 
to be completed by ICE and its pro- 
gram to develop and expand electric- 
power production in Costa Rica. The 
new plant has a total installed capacity 
of 12,000 kilowatts and will be used as 
a “standby” source of power, when 
other projects such as the La Garita 
hydroelectric plant are completed. . 

Figures released by ICE revealed 
that as of July 31, ICE had invested 
nearly 16 million colones in the con- 
struction of power-generating plants in 
operation. The bulk is invested in the 
Colima plant. These figures do not 
include the much larger investment 
made in the La Garita plant. 


The Cia. Nacional de Fuerza y Luz, 
S.A. (CNFL) has placed orders totaling 
1 million colones for meters, transform- 
ers, and concentric cables to meet 
the demand for additional services ex- 
pected in 1957. CNFL expects to 
add 6,000 new subscribers in 1957 for 
a total of 55,000 subscribers. com- 
pany serves an overall population of 
some 275,000 inhabitants. 


A new corporation organized under 
the name Fabrica de Calzado San 
Bosco, S.A. announced plans to begin 
production of a varied line of machine- 
made shoes in December this year. Pro- 
duction at first will be limited to 100 
pairs a day. Actual plant capacity is 
500 pairs a day. 

After several weeks of drilling, the 
Union Oil Co.’s well, Cocoles No, 2, 
hit what appeared to be a major oil 
discovery. For a short time this well 
produced 46° petroleum at the rate of 
nearly 2,000 barrels a day. However, 
because of salt-water infiltration, the 
pressure fell, and the well is reported 
to be producilng about 200 barrels a 
day. The company will continue drill- 
ing activities to determine the area's 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Deficit in Portuguese 
Foreign Trade Reduced 


Portugal’s trade deficit with foreign 
countries was reduced in August. 

Cork shipments rose following a re- 
sumption of trade with Argentina under 
new arrangements for the sale of cork 
and cork products to that country. Raw- 
cork exports in the January-August 
period, however, were 24 percent less 
than those in the like period of 1955. 
Carined-fish exports in August were 
smaller than a year ago, and those in 
the January-August period were lower 
by more than a third, in terms of 
quantity. s 

The Government’s concern over the 
decline in exports of these two leading 
commodities has become evident. Portu- 
guese Cork Board officials visited the 
United States, Mexico, and Canada in 
the interest of the Portuguese cork in- 
dustry. Raw-corK sales to the United 
States were about 25 percent less than 
those last year in the January-August 
period and cork exports to the United 
Kingdom and Argentina were about half 
of those a year ago. External demand 
for Portuguese cork at the end of Sep- 
tember showed no signs of strengthen- 
ing appreciably. 

The decline in canned-fish exports 
was attributable to such factors as the 
absence of a carryover at the end of 
Jast year, a poor sardine catch in the 
early part of the current fishing season, 
and strong domestic demand for fresh 
fish as a source of protein following the 
severe winter that reduced the domestic 
meat supply. Fresh fish suitable for 
canning was diverted to meet larger do- 
mestic demand for fresh fish. Sardine 
catches were moderate in size, with 
some good catches reported in recent 
weeks, but sardine supplies still were 
insufficient to enable canners to operate 
at normal capacity. A measure to 
strengthen the sardine industry was 
published September 27. 


August exports of naval stores and 
olive oil were smaller than in the com- 
parable month last year, and cement, 
cotton-yarn, and port-wine exports were 
larger. Cement exports contributed in 
part to maintaining the value of total 
exports in August at a level slightly 
higher than in August 1955. Relatively 
large quantities of cement were shipped 
to Spain. 

Imports Decline 

August imports compared with Au- 
gust 1955 declined, partly because of 
smaller receipts of leaf tobacco, sugar, 
raw cotton, phosphate rock, and coal. 
However, imports of staple foodstuffs, 
particularly wheat and codfish, were 
greater in August than a year ago. 
Imports of the following items also in- 
creased: Crude petroleum, antibiotics, 
ammonium sulfate, farm machinery, 


4 


sewing machines, steel-mill products, 
synthetic fibers, and automobiles. 


The busy shipbuilding industry was 
reported to be experiencing difficulty in 
procuring steel plates and shapes in 
Western European countries for deliv- 
ery within a reasonable time. Shortage 
of materials and equipment needed for 
the railroad electrification program 
contributed to a delay in inaugurating 
the new electric train services on lines 
leading from Lisbon, which had been 
scheduled for the latter part of October. 

Industrial production levels continued 
generally satisfactory, reflecting the 
expanding electric-power supply from 
the hydroelectric stations. Water stored 

(Continued on page 5) 





ECAFE Subcommittee ... 


(Continued from page 2) 


tion’s report on this country’s action to 
improve customs administration and to 
simplify customs procedures and formal- 
ities, the Subcommittee recommended 
that a working group of experts be 
convened in the region to discuss spe- 
cific aspects of customs procedures and 
administration. 

India, Japan, and Pakistan having 
reported the establishment of standards 
organizations, affiliated with the Inter- 
national Organization for Standardiza- 
tion, the session recommended that 
other countries of the ECAFE region 
consider the desirability of setting up 
similar organizations. 

To stimulate action on past recom- 
mendations for wider acceptance of ar- 
bitration legislation and facilities in 
the region, the Subcommittee recom- 
mended that the Secretariat publish 
the texts of relevant provisions of laws 


and treaties and the decisions bearing - 


on commercial arbitration, including the 
texts of the rules of arbitral bodies in 
the area. Some of the governments 
represented had already submitted 
summaries of their arbitration facilities. 


Brazil Licenses Import of 
$61 Million in Capital 


Capital equipment representing for- 
eign investments in Brazil which has 
been licensed for import since January 
1955 totaled the equivalent of $61,423,- 
517 in September 1956, 

The import licenses were issued under 
the authority of Instruction No. 113 of 
the Brazilian Superintendency of Money 
and Credit (SUMOC) dated January 
17, 1955 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Feb. 14, 1955, p. 21). 

The total value of licenses issued in 
August and September 1956 was $2,- 
721,017 and $2,453,742, respectively. The 
largest license, by value, issued in these 
2 months was to the U. S. firm, The 
Electric Auto-Lite Co., in the amount 
of $721,887 for the assembly of a plant 
for processing lead ores. 

Other large licenses were for the 
Swiss company, Societe Internationale 
Pirelli S/A, for the equivalent of $441,- 
145 in German marks and Italian lire 
in August, and the equivalent of $547,- 
869 in U. S. dollars, pounds sterling, 
Italian lire, and German marks in 
September, for equipment to manufac- 
ture cables, tires, tubes, ete. A license 
also was approved in August for the 
Armco International Corp. amounting 
to $335,024, for equipment to manufac- 
ture corrugated and galvanized sewer 
pipe. 

The total value of licenses issued 
through September for the import of 
equipment representing foreign capital 
investments, by major country of ori- 
gin of the investment, are: United 
States, $28.2 million; Western Gere 
many, $11 million; United Kingdom, 
$7.4 million; France, $5.1 million; and 
Italy, $2.4 million.—U. S. Embassy, Rio 
de Janeiro. 
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British Caribbean 
Trade Surveyed 


A “Survey of the British Carib- 
bean,” analyzing economic devel- 
opments, trade, and investment 
prospects of the area, now is 
available to U. S. businessmen. 

Prepared as a special issue of 
the Statist magazine, London, the 
survey includes special reports on 
tourism, and on major commodi- 
ties, such as sugar, citrus fruits, 
timber, bananas, bauxite, and pe- 
troleum. 

Development of services—press, 
radio, and insurance facilities— 
are described, and major sociologi- 
cal problems, including education, 
housing, and population trends are 
separately treated. 

The survey may be obtained 
from the American Republics Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
any of the Department’s Field Of- 
fices, as long as the supply lasts 
and on loan thereafter. 











German House Construction 
To Set Record; Costs Decline 


The year 1956 will be a record year 
for housing construction in the Federal 
Republic of Germany, according to the 
Federal Housing Minister, about 550,- 
000 dwelling units being completed. The 
Minister pointed out that construction 
costs had fallen by about 5 percent 
since last spring and decreases were 
even larger in some areas. At the cur- 
rent construction level the saving is 
over half a billion German marks. 


Costa Rican... 


(Continued from page 3) 


commercial value for petroleum ex- 
Dloitation. 


A new bus service between San Jose 
and Nicaragua was started on August 
1. Scheduled service will be main- 
tained daily, both ways, between San 
Jose and Penas Blancas, on the Nica- 
raguan border, and unscheduled service 
will be provided between San Jose and 
Managua, depending on the demand. 

The Ministry of Economy and Finance 
Statistical study shows that between 
1953 and 1955 Costa Rican imports 
from Western Germany, principally 
fertilizers, yarns, construction materi- 
als, motors, and automobiles, rose from 
US$5.6 million to US$8 million. Costa 
Rican exports for the like period, prin- 
cipally coffee, increased from US$7.3 
million to US$21.2 million—U. S. Em- 
bassy, San Jose. 
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Norway To Strengthen 
Coal-Supply Sources 


The Norwegian Government has re- 
newed its interest in devel g the 
State-controlled King’s Bay Coal Com- 
pany, principally because of increased 
world demand for coal which has made 
coke imports into Norway expensive 
and difficult to obtain. Also, the State- 
owned iron and steel company, Norsk 
Jernverk A/S, which came into opera- 
tion in 1955, needs coke. 


For the past several years the coal 
company has been in poor condition 
and only a limited amount of coal has 
been produced from its mines. The pri- 
vately owned Store Norske Spitzbergen 
Kull Kompani has been more active. 
Spitzbergen coal is particularly suitable 
for coking. 

The King’s Bay mines are being mod- 
ernized and a special seven-man com- 
mittee is studying problems of utilizing 
Spitzbergen coal. Special attention is 
being given to processing the coal, The 
press has discussed the prospect of 
building a Scandinavian coke plant, but 
this idea has been discouraged by the 
Norwegian Minister of Industries, 


Deficit in... 


(Continued from page 4) 


behind dams at a recent date was well 
over double the power reserves in the 
form of stored water recorded a year 
ago. The thermal plants were not 
called upon this year to supply signifi- 
cant amounts of electric power to the 
national power distribution network, 
except in January, February, and Octo- 
ber. Power consumption by users, other 
than the chemical fertilizer plants, in- 
creased 11 percent this year. 


Financial indicators showed little 
change, according to figures released in 
October. Notes in circulation as of 
September 26 were under the total for 
December 31. The Bank of Portugal’s 
gold and foreign-exchange holdings on 
September 26 were fractionally under 
the corresponding total for December 
31, 1955. Balance-of-payments data for 
the escudo area revealed that favorable 
nontrade transactions—such as emi- 
grant remittances and travel items— 
togethe- with the larger foreign-ex- 
change earnings of the oversea terri- 
tories this year tended to offset the 
effect of the larger import balance of 
metropolitan Portugal—vU. S. Embassy, 
Lisbon. 








Austrian Tobacco Monopoly imports 
of unmanufactured tobacco in the first 
half of 1956 totaled 13.5 million pounds 
—up 6 percent from the 12.7 million 
pounds imported in the comparable 
period of 1955, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports, 

Most of the increase was in larger 
takings of oriental and cigar tobaccos, 
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Venezuelan Oil Output — 
Establishes New Record 


Venezuelan crude petroleum output in 
the week ended October 8 set a new 
record of 2,516,707 barrels a day and 
remained at a high level for the re- 
mainder of the month. 

Additional appropriations were grant- 
ed by the Government to continue the 
railroad reconstruction project and to 
increase capitalization of the Petro- 
chemicals Institute. 

Wholesale and retail sales were only 
fair in October as the seasonal pattern 
of slow trade continued. Bank collec- 
tions lagged generally; bank-credit de- 
mand was high and money tight. 

A mixed textile commission composed 
of representatives of the textile indus- 
try, cotton growers, and the Ministry 
‘of Development, recommended the adop- 
tion of import quotas for certain cot- 
ton and linen textiles and manufactures 
and of increased import duties on cer- 
tain textiles. The Ministry of Develop- 
ment also was considering applications 
for additional tariff protection submit- 
ted by the Association of Graphic Arts 
Industries, the jewelry industry, leather 
industry, milk producers and proces- 
sors, and the sisal growers. 


Collective Contract Signed 


, A new 3-year collective contract be- 
tween the oil companies and the work- 
ers’ unions was signed on October 19. 
The new contract, which covers all 
workers in the industry except marine 
employees, provides for a 10-percent in- 
crease in wages, with a minimum wage 
of 20 bolivares a day (1 bolivar=US 
$0.30), additional vacation time, family 
transfer, allowances, higher disability 
compensation, and other improvements 
in fringe benefits. 

It is estimated that the new contract 
will result in an increase of about 8% 
percent, or approximately 135 million 
bolivares annually, in the petroleum 
industry's gross payroll. Negotiatioris 
for new contracts with the oil indus- 
try’s 2,000 marine employees and with 
the Orinoco Mining Co. and the Iron 
Mines Co. of Venezuela, were expected 
to begin shortly. These negotiations 
probably will follow the general lines 
of the contract with the oil industry 
workers. 2 

Overall employment level remained 
high, but a surplus of unskilled immi- 
grant labor and spotty unemployment 
continued in the sisal, textile, footwear, 
and cigarette industries, where inven- 
tories were excessive. 

The sugar industry failed to reach a 
mutually satisfactory agreement . on 
production limitation and quota distri- 
bution. As a result, the Government 
probably will establish and allocate the 
quotas. The Government has fixed a 

* (Continued on page 19) 














FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Turkey Sets New Exchange Rates for 
Tourists, Deblockage Transactions 


Turkey has established new exchange rates for foreign tourist ex- 
penditures and deblockage transactions at 5.25 liras buying and 5.75 


selling to the U. S. dollar. 


Under the new regulations, put into effect by two decress published 
in the Official Gazette of October 8, foreign tourists will receive for their 


dollars nearly twice the amount of 
Turkish currency received before Octo- 
ber 8, when they were required to pur- 
chase Turkish currency at the official 
exchange rate of 2.80 liras to the U. S. 
dollar. Tourists may now purchase 
Turkish currency from 26 banks and 
their branches, and from the American 
Express Co., Tourism and Maritime 
Banks in Istanbul, the Hilton and Divan 
Hotels in Istanbul, and the Ankara 
Palace and Tourist Hotels in Ankara. 
Formerly only banks could convert cur- 
rency for tourists. 


The new exchange rates apply also to 
conversion into Turkish currency of 
foreign exchange arising from export 
of certain commodities from Turkey, 
shown in the following list; certain serv- 
ices payable in foreign currencies per- 
formed by persons and legal entities 
domiciled in Turkey; and repatriation 
of capital not required to be repatri- 
ated under existing laws. 

Foreign exchange income derived 
from tourist expenditures and from 
other transactions at the deblockage 
rate will be deposited with the Amorti- 
zation and Credit Fund, which will sell 
the exchange to foreign owners of 
blocked funds eligible for transfer 
abroad under the new regulations. 


Under the hew deblockage system cer- 
tain sums due foreigners and certain 
expenditures to be made abroad by 
Turkish citizens must be deposited in 
a blocked account in the Turkish Cen- 
tral Bank. Such accounts are designat- 
ed’ A, B, or C accounts, but only sums 
deposited in the A and C accounts are 
transferrable through the deblockage 
operation. 

Funds blocked in accounts A and C 
include: 


@ Net profits of branches or agencies 
of companies operating in Turkey and 
having their home offices abroad. 

@ Net receipts from sales of tickets 
by Turkish branches and agencies of 
foreign airlines. 

@ Income, liquidation proceeds, and 
unused operating capital of business 
firms founded or to be founded with 
capital brought from abroad in foreign 
exchange with permission of the Turk- 
ish Ministry of Finance. Repatriation 
of profits and capital of foreign invest- 
ments made under the provisions of 
Turkey’s Invesiment Law will continue 


6 





at the official rate of exchange of 2.80 
liras to US$1. 

@ Payments to be made abroad by 
real persons and legal entities domiciled 
in Turkey jin the form of fees, rent, the 
usual amortization, and similar charges 
for services performed abroad, such as 
research, projects, assembly, 
teaching with exceptions, and expert 
services; intellectual and _ industrial 
rights; machinery, equipment, and other 
materials acquired from abroad; artists, 
theatrical companies, and athletic 
teams; expenditures of up to 5,000 
Turkish liras, or US$1,768, made abroad 
for spare parts purchased by firms sub- 
ject to the Labor Law; and travel 
abroad for business, trade, and other 
urgent reasons. 

Funds blocked in account B and 
therefore nontransferrable include in- 
come from and sales proceeds of securi- 
ties; real estate; movable and immov- 
able property; and any other -assets, 


repair, 





New Dominican Mining 
Law Enacted 


For the second time in less than 
5 months, the Dominican Republic 
has enacted a completely new 
Mining Law. The new statute, Law 
No. 4550 of September 23, 1956, 
is much more detailed than the 
earlier enactment which it re- 
peals, Law No. 4445 of May 6, 
1956 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 2, p. 9). 

The right of both foreign indi- 
viduals and companies to obtain 
mining concessions is continued 
under the latest enactment. The 
exploration and development of 
petroleum and natural gas will 
continue to be governed by Law 
No. 4532 of August 30, 1956 (text 
published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Oct. 22, p. 7). 

A loan copy of a translation of 
Law No. 4550 may be obtained 
from the American’ Republics 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 











rights, or debts except commercial, in 
Turkish currency. 

Exemption from blockage is accord- 
ed sums due foreigners amounting to 
Jess than 5,000 Turkish liras a year 
arising from income from or sale pro- 
ceeds of real estate, securities, movable 
and immovable property, investments 
not covered by the Investment Law, and 
any other asset, right, or debt except 
commercial due foreigners in Turkish 
currency. Such sums are not blocked 
and are therefore transferrable at the 
official rate of exchange. 


Persons owning and desiring to trans- 
fer blocked funds, in accounts A and C, 
at the deblockage rate must apply to 
an Exchange Control Office for a “for- 
eign deblockage permit.’ Issuance of 

(Continued on page 19) 


Philippines PlansTrade 
W ith Chinese Republic 


Annual exchange of goods between 
the Philippines and the Republic of 
China is estimated at US$2 million in 
each direction in a trade relations pro- 
tocol signed between the countries on 
October 18. 

In a memorandum attached to the 
protocol the Governments express hope 
that a general trade agreement will be 
concluded between them in the future. 

Under the new protocol each country 
agrees to accord to the other the same 
treatment in import procedures and 
regulations for trade in the products 
listed as is accorded similar products 
imported by them under similar terms 
and conditions from third countries. 
The countries also agree on the de- 
sirability of according each other all 
customary shipping facilities for the 
trade and to refrain from any measures 
which might have a_ discriminatory 
effect vis-a-vis third parties. 

Nondiscrimination in products and 
shipping, however, is not to apply to 
the special treatment which Philippines 
now accords or will in the future ac- 
cord to the United States and to U. S. 
citizens and corporations. 

The commodities listed in the pro- 
tocol are goods that may be expected 
to flow between the countries, but they 
do not constitute a commitment to 
import the goods enumerated provided 
the trade volume agreed upon is main- 
tained. 

Principal Philippine exports listed are 
mineral ores, logs, copra and coconut 
oil, textile fibers, and leaf tobacco. 
Principal Chinese exports will be tex- 
tiles and industrial chemicals. 

Trade between the Philippines and 
the Chinese Republic has been small. 
In 1955 Philippine exports to Taiwan 
were value at US$0.9 million, and im- 
ports totaled $1.2 million.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Manila. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Philippines Removes 
Controls on 31 Items 


The Monetary Board of the Central 
Bank of the Philippines has removed 
31 additional commodities from foreign 
exchange import restrictions. 

Although the Philippine international 
reserve position has not shown any 
significant improvement, the Central 
Bank reportedly took the action be- 
cause of the essential nature of the 
goods involved and to help combat the 
rising price trend evident in the Philip- 
pines in recent months, 

The new commodities that may now be 
imported into the Philippines without 
exchange limitations fall into four 
categories as follows: 


Food: Stoked, dried, or salted beef not in 
airtight containers; malted milk for infants; 
canned mackerel; and canned herring. 

Drugs and medicines: All forms of insulin: 
serums, toxins, antitoxins, and toxides; anti- 
tetanic vaccine; natural narcotics; synthetic 
narcotics; synthetic antimalarial drugs; anaes- 
thetics; trypanocidal and antiluietics com- 
pounds; medicated bandages and dressings; 
and plasma. 


Biologicals and pharmaceuticals in bulk 
form: Penicillin; streptomycin; chlorampheni- 
col, including chloromycetin; aureomycin; 
terramycin; bacitracin; neomycin; tyrothri- 
cin; erythromycin, including ilotycin, eryth- 
recin, and similar products; other antibotics 
not elsewhere specified except compounds or 
mixtures; sulfonamides; analgesics and anti- 
pyreiics; and vitamins for pharmaceutical 
manufacturing. 

Construction materials in short supply: 
Portland cement; steel ingots and billets; 
galvanized iron sheets; and asphalt. 


Fourteen other food items, together 
with several miscellaneous items, have 
been free of controls for some time. 
These are: 


Liver, kidney, tongue, and heart, fresh, 
chilled, or frozen; canned sausage; canned 
meat pastes and spreads; canned beef; 
canned corn beef; canned full cream evapo- 
rated milk; canned condensed sweetened 
milk except skim miflk: powdered milk in 
airtight containers: dry skim milk in air- 
tight containers; sterilized natural milk; 


canned cuttlefish: canned salmon; canned 
sardines. including anchovies packed sardine 
style; and flour of wheat and spelt. 


—U. S. Embassy, Manila. 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Mexico Subsidizes Metal Industries 


Mexico under specified conditions 
now grants subsidies to some domestic 
metallurgical industries for import of 
a number of items and for the manu- 
facture of articles whose prices are con- 
trolled by its Ministry of Economy. 

Industries selected to receive the sub- 
sidy are manufacturers of steel, pig 
iron, thick and medium steel plates, 
black steel sheets, cold-rolled sheets, 
galvanized iron sheets if made by the 
firm which galvanizes, tinplate, iron or 
steel strip, welded pipes of rolled iron 
or steel, centrifugal cast-iron pipe con- 
nections, and ferroalloys. 

A subsidy equal to 75 percent of 
duties is granted for import of the fol- 
lowing list of materials provided they 
are not manufactured in sufficient quan- 
tities in Mexico or to required Mexican 
specifications. Also, to qualify for the 
subsidy a firm must show that at least 
60 percent of its direct costs of produc- 
tion are incurred within the country, 

Materials for construction of buildings, 
factories, warehouses, offices, and other in- 
stallations necessary to integrate a manu- 
facturing unit; machinery, equipment, molds, 
dies, devices, repair parts, and tools for 
manufacture of the subsidized roducts; 
safety equipment and equipment for water 
treatment, air conditioning, lighting, trans- 

ortation, and other installations ing for 

etter functioning and safety of the plant 
if such equipment forms part of fixed as- 
sets; raw materials and auxiliary materials 
indispensable to manufacture; and equip- 
ment and machine necessary for produc- 
tion of power for the subsidized enterprise. 

For the manufacture of articles whose 
prices are controlled the subsidy 
amounts to a 75-percent exemption 
from the Federal Government’s share 
of the manufacturer’s gross receipt tax. 
This subsidy, however, is automatically 
stopped upon any price rise of the 
manufactured article, even though the 
rise is authorized by the Ministry. 

Industries manufacturing corrugated 
rods for the construction of buildings, 
conduit pipe, wire, and other goods not 





Barbados Raises Duty on Some Clothing Items 


New higher import duties have gone 
into effect in Barbados on better qual- 
ity underwear shirts, pants, and vests. 

On shirts valued at less than BWI- 
$12, or US$6.96, a dozen, the general 20- 
percent ad valorem tariff, which applies 
to imports from the United States, and 
the British preferential 10-percent tar- 
iff will be retained. 

Rates on all pants and vests are 
increased from the former general 
rate of 20 percent and the British pref- 
erential rate of 10 percent. 

Legislation putting the new rates 
into effect was signed by the Governor 
on September 21. 

Tariff items No. 841-02, underwear or 
nightwear, knit or made of knitted 
fabrics, and No. 841-04, underwear or 
nightwear other than knitted are de- 
leted and a new schedule substituted. 

The new items and their duty rates, 


November 26, 1956 


in percent ad valorem, with British 
preferential rates, shown in parenthesis, 
are as follows: 


841-02.1. Shirts, knit or made of knitted 
fabrics, of ac. i. f. value not exceeding 
BWI$12, or US$6.96, a dozen, 20 (10). 


841-02.2. Shirts, knit or made of knitted 
fabrics, of ac. 1. f. value exceeding BWI$i2 
a dozen, 27 (17); both rates plus a surcharge 
of BWI$5, or US$2.90, a dozen. 


841-02.3. Vests and pants, knit or made of 
knitted fabrics, 25 (15). 


841-02.9. All other underwear and all night- 
wear, knit or made of knitted fabrics, 20 
(10). 

841-04.1. Shirts other than knitted of ac. 1. f. 
value not exceeding BWI$12 a dozen, 20 (10). 

841-04.2. Shirts other than knitted of a 
c. 1. f. value exceeding BWI$i2 a dozen, 27 
ap: both rates plus a surcharge of BWI$65 
a dozen. 

841.04.3. Vests and pants other than knitted, 
25 (15). 

$41-04.9. All other underwear and alli night- 
wear other than knitted, 20 (10). 


—U. S. Consulate, Barbados. 


classified as essential industries are not 
eligible for the subsidies. 

These subsidies, effective October 9, 
are granted upon application to the 
Mexican Ministry of Finance—Diario 
Oficial, October 18, 1956. 


Spain Orders Raise 
In Industrial Wages 


Spain has ordered an increase in basic 
wage rates for six industries—paper 
and cardboard, graphic arts, the press, 
rice processing and packing, cement, 
and breweries. 

Workers in these industries are the 
first of about 150 different groups of 
workers in the Spanish labor force to 
whom increases are to be. granted. 

The six Ministerial orders, published 
in the Official Bulletin of October 30, 
effective November 1, change basic wage 
rates as established by an order of 
March 23 of this year. 

The new minimum daily rates for un- 
skilled workers are 36, 33, and 31 
pesetas a day according to regions. In- 
creases for categories higher than un- 
skilled workers are arrived at by add- 
ing to their wages the sum necessary to 
bring unskilled workers’ wages to the 
new minima. 


Raise May Be Offset 


These increases may be offset, how- 
ever, by voluntary wage raises granted 
by employers, under a decree published 
in the same Official Bulletin. 

The method used to grant the new in- 
creases differs from that under the 
March 23 order in that increases are 
established by setting revised minimum 
wage rates compared with straight per- 
centage increases averaging ~16 percent. 
If the six industries now receiving 
raises are representative of other sec- 
tors of the labor force, the raises ap- 
pear @ be considerably higher in this 
second round of increases than was 
anticipated last spring when 6 percent 
was indicated for a proposed further 
raise in October. 

Thus far, increases granted range 
from 48.7 to 61.2 percent for unskilled 
workers in the highest paid zone ané@ 
from 29 percent to 43.9 percent for 
skilled workers. The increase for white- 
collar employees is much lower and 
probably ranging from 8 to 12 percent. 

It is believed that new minimum 
wages for agricultural workers will be 
between 30 and 34 pesetas.a day accord- 
ing to regions. 

Roughly 8 million workers in indus- 
try and agriculture will benefit from the 
newly increased wages, the Government 
has announced.—U, S. Embassy, Madrid. 

The order of March 23, 1956, provid- 
ing for general wage increases appeared 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 7, 
1956, page 8. 











FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Malaya and Singapore 
Raise Duties, Taxes 


The Federation of Malaya and the 
Crown Colony of Singapore, in an ef- 
fort to achieve balanced budgets in the 
face of expanded social service and 
economic development expenditures 
and a decline iff rubber export revenue, 
have increased their taxes and import 
duties, effective November 7. 


The personal income tax is broadened 
by decreasing personal exemptions from 
M$3,000 to M$2,500. In addition, rates 
in all brackets are increased and a new 
maximum rate is established at 40 per- 
cent on incomes of over M$35,000, com- 
pared with the formal rate of 30 per- 
cent (M$3=US$1). 

The registration fee for automobiles 
imported from other than Common- 
wealth countries is raised from 15 per- 
cent to 25 percent of c. i.° f.-value, 
whereas automobiles from the Com- 
monwealth receive preferential treat- 
ment at the rate of 10 percent. The 
duty on gasoline is up from M$0.73 a 
gallon to M$1 in the Federation and to 
M$0.80 in Singapore. 

Other duty increases in Singapore 
are for cigarettes, from M$6.70 to 
M$8.60 a pound at the full rate and 
from M$6.20 to M$8.10 at preferential 
rate; pipe tobacco, M$6.90 to M$8.30 
full rate and M$6.70 to M$8.10 prefer- 
ential rate; leaf tobacco, M$440 to 
M$6 full rate and M$4.20 to M$5.80 
preferential rate; bottled rum and gin, 
M$37.50 to M$49.50 a gallon; and 
sparkling wines, from M$40 to M$44 
at full rate and from M$30 to M$34 at 
preferential rate. 

The Singapore betting and sweep- 
stakes tax is raised from 20 percent to 
30 percent, and luxury taxes are au- 
thorized for a number of items to be 
announced later. 

The Federation has increased ingport 
duties on about 80 categories, increases 





Israel Grants Income Tax 
Benefits to Oil Interests 


disrael, as an added inducement for in- 
vestment in-petroleum exploration and 
prospecting, on June 27 issued new reg- 
ulations on tax deductions that may be 
granted on income derived from pe- 
troleum operations in the country. 


Among exploration companies indicat- 
ing their intention to expand activities 
under the new regulations are the Lapi- 
dot and Israel Petroleum Prospectors. 
—U. S. Embassy, Tel-Aviv. 

Copies of the new income tax regu- 
lations applicable to petroleum interests 
may be obtained on loan from the Near 
Eastern and African Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25,-D. C, 


ranging from 5 percent to 20 percent 
on such manufactured goods as luxury 
foods, jewelry, fountain pens, leather 
goods, business machines, piece goods, 
and wearing apparel. Margins of pref- 
erence for imports from Common- 
wealth countries are retained. 

The Federation’s export duty on 
tungsten ores has undergone a minor 
change, while duties on rubber and tin, 
the principal export products, remain 
the same.—U. S. Consulates General, 
Singapore and Kuala Lumpur. 





Kuwait Clarifies Tax 
Law for Corporations 


The interpretation of Kuwait Income 
Tax Decree, No. 3 of 1955, has been 
clarified. 


The new interpretation, contained in 
a Government announcement dated Sep- 
tember 29, emphasizes that no Kuwait 
firms are subject to the provisions of the 
existing income tax law. 


The announcement states: “A ‘body 
corporate’ is an association, formed and 
registered under the laws of any coun- 
try or state, which is recognized as 
having a legal existence entirely sepa- 
rate from that of its individual mem- 
bers.” 


Inasmuch as Kuwait has no law pro- 
viding for the formation and registra- 
tion of such associations, the term 
“body corporate” can be applied only 
to companies or other associations reg- 
istered abroad. 


The announcement further says: “An 
‘agent’ is a person authorized by a prin- 
cipal to enter into a binding contract 
with a third party on the prin- 
cipal’s behalf within the scope of that 
authority.” 


Income derived by a foreign body 
corporate from a trade or business con- 
ducted in Kuwait through an agent who 
is not himself a body corporate is not 
liable to tax under the decree provided 
the agent’s authority is in accordance 
with the foregoing terms. 

Payment of commission or other re- 
muneration will not in itself be deemed 
as constituting an “agency.” Similarly, 
in a partnership between a foreign body 
corporate and a petson who is not a 
body corporate the latter will not neces- 
sarily be considered as the agent of 
the former for the purposes of taxes un- 
less he has full authority to enter into 
a binding contract on behalf of the part- 
nership. 

Income derived by a foreign body 
corporate directly from any trade or 
business which it conducts in Kuwait 
will be liable to tax notwithstanding the 
appointment of an agent in Kuwait for 
conduct of other business.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Baghdad. . 

The income tax decree of 1955 was 
announced in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, January 9, 1956, pege 10. 


EL SALVADOR 


Abolishes Asbestos Duties 


El Salvador has abolished its import 
duties on asbestos in crude state or in 
fiber, but otherwise unprocessed, in 
unspecified forms, tariff classification 
344-2-04-001, effective October 5. This 
action was taken under decree No, 
2218 of September 24. 


HAITI 


Raises Some Foodstuffs Duties 


The Haitian Government has put 
into effect new higher import duties 
on fowls and breads. 

Tariff items affected; their new rates 
in gourdes per net kilogram; and old 
rates, shown in parenthesis, are as fol- 
lows (1 gourde = US$0.20): 

12002. Fowl, dressed, fresh, 
ated, 1.25 gourdes (0.15 gourde). 

12126 b. Bread, 2 gourdes (0.50 gourde or 
20 percent ad valorem, whichever is higher). 

In event domestic production of these 
foodstuffs is insufficient to meet local 
demand the President of the Republic 
may declare the old lower rates in effect 
for a specified period. 

The rate changes were announced in 
official gazette Le Moniteur of August 
23.—U. S. Embassy, Port au Prince. 


MEXICO 
Defines Duty-Free Leathers 


Leather made subject on September 
8 to import duty in the Mexican free 
zone of Baja California (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Oct. 22, p. 8) is now 
specified as: Vaqueta, defined as natural- 
color, vegetable-tanned bag, belt, and 
saddle leather 0.75 to 5.0 milimeters 
thick, dutiable under tariff classifica- 
tion No. 600.00.00. 


Leather items excludéd from duty 
payment in the free zone are: Rolled or 
finished sole leather, split sole leather, 
patent leather, chrome tanned leathers, 
and upper shoe and similar leather (os- 
caria), all covered by other tariff 
classifications.—U, S, Embassy, Mexico 
City. 





or refriger- 


NICARAGUA 


Frees Machinery Parts of Duty 

No prior deposit will be required for 
issuance of Nicaraguan import licenses 
for parts and replacements for aircraft 
for agricultural use. 

Also free of prior deposit are parts 
and supplies for fixed machinery of 
cotton gins, coffee-processing plants, 
and rice and sugar mills. 

These changes were established by 
Nicaraguan decree No. 12 published and 
effective October 24.—U, S. Embassy, 
Nicaragua. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Underground Facilities 
To Be Built in Norway 


Two new projects in Norway have 
been opened to U. S. bidders under the 
international competitive bidding pro- 
cedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 


The first project, estimated to cost 
$100,800, involves construction of 3 
coastal radar warning stations. Exca- 
vation of 3,100 cubic meters of rock in 
tunnels and rooms is called for, as well 
as construction of 325 square meters 
of concrete buildings. 

The second project calls for construc- 
tion of underground facilities divided 
into 3 parts as follows: An underground 
drydock, requiring excavation of 162,000 
cubic meters of rock, and construction 
of 10,000 square meters of concrete 
floors, walls, and halls; underground 
workshops involving excavation of 145,- 
000 cubic meters of rock, and construc- 
tion of 64,000 square meters of floors, 
walls, and halls; and underground stor- 
ages requiring 250,000 cubic meters of 
rock excavation, and 100,000 square 
meters of floors, walls, and halls. 

No estimated cost is given for the 
second project. Applications to bid on 
the first part must be submitted by 
December 1, and on the last 2 parts, by 
January 1, 1957. 

Firms interested in bidding on either 
of the projects should apply to the 
Forsvarets Anleggsdirektorat, Park- 
veien 68, Oslo, giving a resume of their 
qualifications and experience, including 
their financial and legal status, and the 
names of firms or organizations for 
whom similar work has been done and 
from whom references may be obtained, 
if necessary. 

A brochure describing the interna- 
tional competitive bidding procedure 
may be obtained on request from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
mm A. 


Bid Deadline Extended 


The deadline for submission of tenders 
for crest gates for the Warragamba 
Dam has been extended to January 15, 
1957, by the Metropolitan Water, Sew- 
erage, and Drainage Board 341 Pitt 
Street, Sydney, Australia. 

This bid opportunity was published 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 30, 
1956, page 9. 








Yugoslavia’s cigarette output for 1956 
is estimated at 35.7 million pounds, 
Slightly higher than the 1955 level of 
35.2 million, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 
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India, New Zealand To Buy Lathes; Greece 
Wants Refrigerators; Other Items Needed 


The following governments, through 
their authorized procurement agencies, 
are inviting tenders for a number of 
items of potential interest to U. S. 
suppliers. 

Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and specifications, are avail- 
able for review on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., as 
indicated by symbol (*). 


GREECE 


Refrigerators, 13; bids invited until 
December 1 by the Ministry of Finance, 
State Procurement Service, 56 Pane- 
pistimiou Street, Athens.* 

Railway material, 170 tons of various 
oils; bids invited until December 15 by 
the Piraeus-Athens-Peloponnesus Rail- 
road (SPAP).* 


Trailers, 5, 10-ton capacity; bids 
invited until December 20 by the Piraeus 
Port Authority (OLP), Piraeus, Greece.* 

Cast-i gate valves; bids invited 
until December 21 by the Greek Water 
Co., 4 Kolokotroni Street, Athens.* 

Molasses, 10,000 long tons, estimated 
value about $400,000; bids invited until 
December 6, 12 noon, by the Central 
Currant Office (A.S.0.), 3 Pantanassis 
Street, Patras.* 


Additional information and assistance’ 


to prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Admin- 


istration, 1028 Connecticut Avenue 
NW., Suite 714, Washington, D. C. 
INDIA 

Iron-clad cutouts, 50,740; outdoor 


fuse units, 44,550; neutral link boxes, 
20,000; bid deadline on these items, 
December 7. Outdoor time switches, 
200, bid deadline December 5. Bids 
invited by the Chief Engineer (Elec- 


tricity), Government of Travancore- - 


Cochin, Post Box No. 65, Trivandrum 1.* 


Medicines and drugs to be supplied 
the Mysore Government Medical Stores, 
Bangalore, Mysore State, during 1956- 
57; bids invited until November 30. 
Summation metering equipment for 
power supply to Electric Department, 
Mysore Iron and Steel Works, Bhad- 
ravathi; bids invited until December 
24. Copies of tender forms may be 
purchased from the Trade Agent for 
Mysore, 28 Cockspur Street, Trafalgar 
Square, London, S.W. 1 for 15 rupees a 
set, or US$3.15.* 


Sliding, surfacing, and screw cutting 
lathes of high precision, complete with 
standard and additional accessories, 8 
sets, Tender No. MAD/T1/1381; bids 
invited until December 20 by the Direc- 
tor of Supplies and Disposals, Post Box 
No, 1217, Esplanade, Madras 1, Tender 


forms may be purchased from that 
authority for 7 rupees, or US$1.47 a set. 
IRAQ 

-Supply and delivery of steel towers 
as well as complete erection of 300 kilo- 
meters of double-circuit power -trans- 
mission lines consisting mainly of 132- 
kilovolt lines and a short length of 33- 
kilovolt line for the N Iraq 
Electrical System; bids invi until 
February 4, 1957, by the Directorate 
General of Legal Affairs and Contracts, 
Ministry of Development, Development 
Board, Baghdad. 

Two sets of contract documents, 
each consisting of 4 volumes, may be 
obtained from the Directorate General 
of Legal Affairs and Contracts, from 
Messrs. Electrobel-Traction et Electric- 
ite 1, Place du Trone, Brussels, Belgium, 
or from the Embassy of Iraq, 2135 
Wyoming Avenue NW., -Washington, 
D. C., for 25 Iraqi dinars, (1 dinar=— 
US$2.80). Tender documents must be 
accompanied by a deposit of 20,000 
dinars. 


NEW ZEALAND 


Supply and delivery of electrical 
equipment for the Mercer-Otahuhu line; 
bids invited until February 12, 1957, by 
the State Hydro-Electric Department, 
Wellington.* Lathes, 7-inch center, 6; 
bids invited until December 14 by the 
Stores Manager, Ministry of Works, 
P. O. Box 8024, Wellington.* 

Copies of specifications are available 
for review on loan from the New Zea- 
land Government Trade Commissioner, 
1145 19th Street NW., Washington 6, 
D. C. 





Precision-Machine Catalogs 
Wanted in West Pakistan 


Catalogs and other trade literature 
on precision metal grinding and polish- 
ing, and on woodworking’ machines, 
are wanted by M. P. H. Kern, Survey 
of Pakistan, Murree, West Pakistan. 

Equipment is to be selected for a 
surveying instrument factory to be lo- 
cated at Risapur or Rawalpindi in the 
province of West Pakistan, which 
initially will undertake to repair exist- 
ing instruments, and later on to manu- 
facture instruments. 

Equipment valued at 100,000 rupees 
(1 rupee=US$0.21) is expected to be 
purchased by the Government during 
the current fiscal year ending March 
31, 1957, although not all these funds 
will be committed for purchase of 
these particular machines. ~ 

Interested suppliers are asked to for- 
ward pertinent material to Mr. Kern. 
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Indian Group Plans Paper Mill 


A group of Indian businessmen would 
like to find a U. S. partner who can 
provide technical assistance and know- 
how, and perhaps machinery and capital, 
for the construction and operation of a 
paper and paperboard manufacturing 
plant, 

An investment of approximately 
$6,316,000 is contemplated. Planned 
capacity of the mill is 50 to 60 tons a 
day. 

The plant probably will be located in 
the state of Bihar, as such a plant is 
on that state’s development-plan list. 
Several other sites, however, well 
located in relation to water, electric 
power, coal, and lumber, also have been 
explored. Final decision as to site loca- 
tion will be determined by technical 
engineers. 

Consumption of paper and paper- 
board is said to exceed capacity to 
produce these items in India, and de- 
mand is expected to increase sharply 
as India develops and literacy becomes 
more widespread. Southeast Asia also 
offers a good export market for these 
products, / 

B. L. Sharma, Shree Baidyanath 
Ayurved Bhawan, Ltd., 1 Gupta Lane, 
Calcutta, a representative of the group, 
is prepared to come to the United States 
or to meet U. S. representatives of 
interested firms in India. 

Supplemental data concerning this 
proposal are available for review on 





English Engineering Firm 
Offers Survey Services 


Time Procurement, Ltd., of London, 
specializing in procurement and mer- 
chandising service for the horological, 
scientific, and precision light-engineer- 
ing industries, is offering its services to 
U. S. firms contemplating the establish- 
ment of related enterprises in England. 

The company prepared to undertake 
surveys on the availability of manufac- 
turing capacities, raw materials, labor, 
etc., has a staff reportedly fully qual- 
ified in the light-engineering field to 
assist U. S. firms in all aspects of pro- 
graming new industrial activity in 
Great Britian and on the European 
continent. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct \with C. A. Wigmore, 
director, 10 Neasden Lane, London, 
N. W. 10. A World Trade Directory re- 
port on Time Procurement, Ltd., is 
available to qualified U. S. companies 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington, D. C., for $1. 





North American rice acreage declined 
5 percent in 1956 and production is 10 
percent less than in 1955, according to 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 


10 


loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


English Winch Maker 


Seeks Agreement 


Sandford Rope Couplings, Ltd., Eng- 
lish developer and manufacturer of a 
portable winch having a lifting capacity 
of 1.ton, wishes to assign its patent to a 
U. S. firm for the manufacture and sale 
of the winch in the United States. 


Manufactured under the trade name, 
Sandford Portable Winch, the article is 
said to be operable by one man through 
a self-sustaining worm drive combined 
with a crank arm and ratchet lever. The 
total weight of the machine is approxi- 
mately 36 pounds. A U. S. patent—No. 
510978 dated May 25, 1955—is pending. 

A copy of the brochure describing the 
winch together with a photograph and 
general-arrangement drawings is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Invest- 
ment Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. In- 
terested firms also are invited to eorre- 
spond direct with W. H. Sandford, direc- 
tor, Lysons Avenue, Ash Vale, Hamp- 
shire, England. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Sandford Rope Couplings, Ltd., is in 
preparation and soon will be available 
to qualified U. S. firms from BFC’s Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division for $1, 








Patent for Fume-Collector 


Offered by Greek Inventor 


Mary A. Apostolides, a member of 
the Commercial and Industrial Chamber 
in Athens, Greece, wishes to assign to 
a U. S. firm her patent for the manufac- 
ture of an electrically operated fume 
collector. 

The fume collector is said to pro- 
vide an arrangement wherein products 
of combustion in the form of smoke and 
fumes are eliminated or substantially 
reduced. The device reportedly is adap- 
table for use by either large or small 
industrial concerns, steamships, rail- 
ways, etc., to combat the problem of 
smog. 

Mrs. Apostolides’ invention was sub- 
mitted to the recent U. S. Trade Mis- 
sion to the 1956 Salonika fair. A copy 
of the Greek patent certificate together 
with an outline of the specifications and 
drawings of the fume collector is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Invest- 
ment Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond direct with Mrs. Apostolides, 
Madytou Street 15, Nea Smyrni, Athens. 


Australia Firm Wants 
Anhydride Plant 


A plant large enough to produce 100 
tons of phthalic anhydride a month is 
wanted by Polymer Corp, Pty., Ltd., an 
Australian firm. 

This company, manufacturing syn- 
thetic resins, plasticizers, and the like, 
wishes to locate a U. S. firm capable of 
providing technical advice on the most 
economical size of plant to purchase 
and the cost of installing such a plant. 
Possibly one of the company directors 
could make a trip to the U. S. to com- 
plete arrangements. 

Interested parties are invited to com- 
municate with the Polymer Corp., P. O, 
Box 13, Mandemar Avenue, Homebush, 
Sydney, New South Wales. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
this company may be obtained for $1 
by qualified U. S. firms from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Cable Quotations Wanted on 
Portland Cement for Ceylon 


The Superintendent of Stores, Gov- 
ernment of Ceylon, wants to purchase 
12,000 long tons of cement, c. i. f. Co- 
lombo, doliar letter of credit to be ar- 
ranged. 

Portland cement conforming to Fed- 
eral specifications SS-C-192a or Brit- 
ish Standard specifications No. 12 of 
1947 is desired. Tropical packaging is 
preferred, using 5-ply kraft paper with 
one extra tarred paper lining. While 
the earliest delivery is of paramount 
interest, deliveries miay be staggered 
over a 3-month period. 

Suppliers are asked to cable their 
quotations or further inquiries to 
SUPSTORES, Colombo. 








Argentina Plans Tunnel 
Under Parana River 


Construction of a tunnel under 
the Parana River linking the cities 
of Parana and Santa Fe is con- 
templated by the Argentine Gov- 
@rnment, 

Firms interested in financing 
and constructing this two-lane 
automotive subway are requested 
to send applications by December 
15 to the M. O. P. de la Nacion- 
Tunel Subfluvial para vinculacion 
Parana-Santa Fe, Avenida 9 de 
Julio No. 1925, Buenos Aires. 

A book of conditions in Spanish, 
including drawings, is available on 
request from the Office of the 
Economic Counselor, Argentine 
Embassy, 1600 New Hampshire 
Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 
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Ecuadoran Pipeline 


Bids Invited 


Consulting engineering firms- 
specializing in pipeline studies and 
projects are invited by the Ecua- 
doran State Railways Enterprise, 
Presidencia de la Empresa de los 
Ferrocarriles del Estado, to sub- 
mit proposals before December 15 
on the construction of a pipeline 
between Duran and Bucay and 
between Palmira and Quito. 

Specifications are available to 
interested parties from the Em- 
presa de los Ferrocarriles del 
Estado, Calle Bolivar No. 443, 
Quito, the address to which bids 
should be sent, from the Office of 
the Ecuadoran Railways (Ferro- 
carriles Ecuatorianas) 30 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, P ae York 20, N. Y., 
and from the Ecuadoran Embassy, 
2342 Massachusetts Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C. 


~ 
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Lebanese Ministry InvMes 
Bids for Casino Operation 


The Lebanese Ministry of Finance is 
inviting bids until January 15, 1957, 
for the construction and operation of 
a gambling casino near the Lebanese 
coast. The concession will be for 25 
years, and public gambling will be 
limited to the single casino. 

In inviting proposals, the Lebanese 
Government has specified that only 
offers guaranteeing the Goverment at 
least 40 percent of the gross revenues 
of the casino will be considered, The 
casino will include a main floor of 
5,200 square meters, and grounds of 
80,000 square meters. 

A copy of the book of conditions, in 
French, is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., from the Private 
Secretariat of the Ministry, Ministry 
of Finance, Beirut, or the Commissariat 
General of Tourism, Naffah Building, 
Bechara el Khoury Street, Beirut. 


Wood Wool Factory 
For Sale in Belgium 


Germaine Chaudron-Chabot, of Uccle 
near Brussels, is offering to a U. S. 
firm contemplating the establishment 
of a manufacturing enterprise in Bel- 
gium, a wood wool plant of approxi- 
mately 2,000 square meters. 

The plant, located on the left bank 
of the Brussels/Charleroi canal some 18 
miles from Brussels, reportedly is 
equipped with modern machinery in- 
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cluding 6 grinding machines, an auto-_ 
matic press, boiler, steam engine of 175 
horsepower, whetting machines, and a 
small gage railway in plant and yard. 
Mrs. Chaudron seeks approximately 
US$90,000 for the plant and machinery 
although offers for the plant without 
the machinery will be considered. 

A drawing of the plan of the wood_ 
wool plant is available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
are invited to correspond direct with 
Mrs. Chaudron, 15 avenue d’Hougou- 
mont, Arquennes-les-Nivelles, Belgium. 





W. German Producer 


Offers Mirror License 


ROKAL, GmbH, West German manu- 
facturer of metal goods such as arma- 
tures, Solex carburetors, - wal) mirrors, 
etc., wishes to assign to a U. S. firm 
the manufacturing rights for its patent- 
ed Kipp mirror set. 


The mirror, described as a new in- 
vention in the field of .wall mirrors, has 
a handle and two brackets which hold 
the mirror at its lower sides enabling it 
to be tilted to any angle up to 30 de 
grees and remain at that position auto- 
matically. 


The company, reportedly well organ- 
ized and a leader in the field of metal 
fabrication, employs approximately 
1,200. Interested firms are invited to 
correspond direct with Robert Kahr- 
mann, manager, 12 Bruchstrasse, Lob- 
berich/Rhid. 

A brochure describing the mirror is 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. A World Trade Directory report 
on ROKAL, GmbH, also is available to 
qualified U. S. companies from BFC’s 
Commercial Intelligence Division for $1. 





Argentina Invites Bids on 
Power Plant Construction 


Bids on construction of a 600,000-kilo- 
watt thermal electric power plant to be 
located in Buenos Aires are invited until 
May 2, 1957, by Ministerio de Comercio 
e Industria de la Nacion, Agua y Ener- 
gia Electrica (ENDE), Lavalle 1554, 
Buenos Aires. 


A copy of the bidding document in- 
cluding drawings may be purchased for 
1,000 pesos (18 Argentine pesos=US$1), 
from the Economic Counselor, Argentine 
Embassy, 1600 New Hampshire Avenue 
NW., Washington, D. C. 

This project was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, November 12, 
1956, page 11, 
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London Firm Offers 
Radiography Items - 


Nuclear Engineering, Ltd., London, 
manufacturer of equipment for gamma 


radiography, and for storage and Han- - 


dling of radioactive materials, wishes to 
contact a suitable U. S. firm for the 
sale of its products in the United States. 

‘After an initial introductory period, 
the English company would license the 
U. S. agent for manufacture of the 
equipment in this country. A joint com- 
pany would be formed for the purpose. 

Firms engaged in the manufacture of 
pressure vessels, petroleum refining 
plants, castings, locomotives, etc., in 
which gamma radiography is used for 
the nondestructive testing of the struc- 
tures, reportedly would be well quali- 
fied to undertake the manufacture of 
radioactive-material containers and 
other equipment. : 

A brochure describing some of the 
products of Nuclear Engineering, Ltd., 
is available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. A World Trade Directory report 
on the firm also is available to qualified 
U. S. companies from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division for $1. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. While 


every effort is made to include only 
firms or individuals of good répute, the 
U. S. Department of,Commerce cannot 
assume responsibility for any transac- 
tions undertaken with these firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on the 
listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial In- 
telligence Division, or through the De- 
partment of Commerce Field Offices 
(listed on p. 2), for $1 each. However, 
the usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 


Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may 
obtain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 


. 
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Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 





_ Chemicals 


Algeria 

BIOTIC (Societe Anonyme) (manu- 
facturer, exporter of chemical and 
pharmaceutical products), Gue-de-Con- 
stantine, Kouba, Department of Algiers, 
wishes to export direct first-grade 
pyruvic acid. 


Clothing 
Germany 

Schneider & Sohn, GmbH (manufac- 
turer, exporter of belts, brassieres, cor- 
sets, sanitary belts), Heubach, Wuert- 
temberg, wishes to export direct foun- 
dation garments, including brassieres, 
girdles, garters, corsets, belts, and san- 
itary belts. 


Coal Tar 
England 

Tar Products Trading Co., Ltd.’ (ex- 
port merchant, commission merchant, 
agent), Commercial Union Bldgs., 47 
Pilgrim St., Newcastle-upon-Tyne 1, 
wishes to export direct all grades of 
coal-tar pitch and coal tar, according 
to American Federal Specifications and 
Standards as issued by the General 
Services Administration, Federal Sup- 
ply Service. 


Handtools 
Germany * 

ELKARE-Werkzeugfabrik, Lechner 
& Kotthaus (manufacturer, exporter of 
adjustable wrenches), 71 Postfach, 
Remscheid, wishes to export direct to 
firms in the Eastern States and Califor- 
nia large quantities of adjustable 
wrenches, cast iron (tempered). [llus- 
trated leaflets available.* 


Harjware 
Italy 

Curioni & Co., S.r.l. (manufacturer, 
exporter of automatic balances and 
bascules, slicing machines), 20 Via Bel- 
vedere, Como, wishes to export direct 
or through agent.very good quality 
meat-slicing machines, balances 
(scales), and bascules, Firm wishes to 
be informed as to unit of weight, dial 
reading, capacity of each type of bal- 
ance and bascule, Governmcnt regula- 
tions, etc., as the metric system is the 
only one used in Italy. Catalog and 
price list available.* 


Textiles 
Belgium 

Soc. An. des Etablissements Schuer- 
mans (manufacturer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter of rayon and mixed fabrics, jac- 
quard, and novelties), 15 rue du Bourg, 
Alost, wishes to export direct or through 
agent rayon and mixed fabrics, Set of 
samples available.* 


Tiles 
Wales 


Jeffrey Tiles, Ltd. (manufacturer, ex- 
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India Needs Carriers, 
Locomotives 


The Chief Engineer, Nagarjun- 
asagar Dam, Barkatpura, Hyder- 
abad, Deccan, invites tenders for 
cement carriers, locomotives, and 
like equipment for the Nagarjun- 
asagar Dam, as follows: Ten bulk 
cement carriers, 7 to 10-ton capac- 
ity, bid deadline December 15; 10 
diesel electric locomotives driven 
by diesel engine of 200 b. hp., 
December 31; 10 diesel electric 
locomotive driven by diesel engine, 
60 to 80 b. hp., December 31; 5 
diesel electric locomotives powered 
by a diesel engine, 300 b. hp., 
December 31; 20 miles of meter- 
gage railway track 41-pound rail 
section, complete. with sleepers, 
and 20 points and_ crossings, 
December 15. 

Detailed specifications and tend-- 
er conditions may be purchased 
from the Chief Engineer for 5 
rupees (US$1.05) and tenderers 
may quote for full or partial sup- 
plies. 











porter of glazed wall tiles), Hereford, 
wishes to export direct or through dis- 
tributor glazed wall tiles of standard- 
quality acceptable to U. S. buyers. Firm 
wishes to appoint distributor in each 
state, except Texas where they are 
already represented. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Machinery 


Austria 

Buwak am Graben (importer, whole- 
saler, retailer, commission merchant 
handling textiles), 19 Graben, Vienna I, 
wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for small agricultural machines 
and equipment. . 





Automotive Equipment 


France 

S.A. Getting Jonas Titan (manufac- 
turer, importing distributor), 29bis rue 
d’Astorg, Paris, wishes to purchase di- 
rect or obtain agency for ail kinds of 
automobile and airplane spare parts. 


Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals 


France 

Laboratoires Crinex-Uve (manufac- 
turer of vitamin products, opotherapic 
extracts, etc.), 1 avenue du Docteur 
Lannelongue, Paris 14e, wishes to pur- 
chase direct vitamins and emulsifiers, 
and to represent U. S. firms for pharma- 
ceuticals and veterinary products. 


Foodstuffs 


Austria 

Buwak am Graben (importer, whole- 
saler, retailer, commission merchant 
handling textiles), 19 Graben, Vienna I, 


wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for dried and canned fruits, 


Germany 


_ Noleg Nordwestdeutsche Lebensmit- 
telvertriebsges m.b.H. (importer, whole- 
sale food products firm with 
branches in Rhenish-Westfalian indus- 
trial district), 15 Loebkerring, Bochum, 
wishes to purchase direct game and 
poultry, bacon and lard, all kinds of 
dried fruit, dried peas and beans, nuts, 
almonds, rice, honey, and canned foods, 
including vegetables, fruit, fish and 
meat of all kinds, and fruit and vegeta- 
ble juices. Firm wishes to buy these 
products for sale in its 54 food chain 
stores, 

Schnabbe-Hohendahl KG. (importer, 
wholesaler of foodstuffs), 213 Hafen- 
strasse, .Essen-Stadthafen, wishes to 
purchase direct all kinds of canned fish 
and meat, fruit, and vegetables, as well 
as all kinds of dried fmit and vegeta- 
bles, including peas, beans, and rice. 


Household Goods 


Austria 

Buwak am Graben (importer, whole- 
saler, retailer, commission merchant 
handli textiles), 19 Graben, Vienna 
I, wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for novelty household appli- 
ances. — 


Machinery 


Colombia 

Alberto Misrahi Arochas (wholesaler, 
sales agent selling textiles), 7-163, Ave- 
nida del Rio, Cali, Valle, wishes to pur- 
chase direct complete set of machinery 
for manufacture of cloth tags or labels. 
Quotations and catalogs desired as soon 
as possible. Sample of desired label 
available.* 


Machinery 
India 


Oriental Science Apparatus Work- 
shops (manufacturer of scientific instru- 
ments; importer of components and 
raw materials for the manufacture of 
scientific instruments), Ambala Can- 
tonment, Punjab, wishes to purchase 
direct machinery to manufacture op- 
tical lenses, 10 to 25 mm. and 25 to 125 
mm, in diameter, together with equip- 
ment to include automatic and nonauto- 
matic grinding, polishing, edging and 
circle cutting machines. 


Photographic Equipment, Supplies 


France 

Audiovision Francaise (manufacturer, 
importing distributor of audio-visual 
equipment, including projectors for still 
and motion pictures, sound and silent 
projection), 22rue Legendre, Paris, 
wishes to purchase direct portable and 
collapsible viewers for stereoscopic 
slides. 


Roadbuilding Equipment 
Netherlands 


Eerste Utrechtse Handelsondernem- 
ing (importing distributor of roadbuild- 
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ing machinery), 29 Montaubanstraat, 
Zeist, wishes to purchase direct used 
U. S. Army heavy roadbuilding equip- 
ment, such as excavators, bulldozers, 
and trucks. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agency 
Saudi Arabia 

A. O. Bankhar & Co. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent, com- 
mission merchant), P. O. Box 489, Jidda, 
is interested in representing various 
U. S. shipping lines normally calling at 
Red Sea and Persian Gulf ports. 


Butchers’ Supplies 


Union of South Africa 


Crown Mills Spice Works, Ltd. (im- 
porter, wholesaler, retailer, manufac- 
turer, agent), 148 Bree St., Newtown, 
Johannesburg, seeks sole agency for 
butchers’ supplies, including natural 
and artificial casings, butchers’ hard- 
ware, stainless-steel rails, brackets and 
hooks, butchers’ knives, mincers, chop- 





pers, food- and meat-manufacturing 
machinery, and scales. 

Plastics 

Italy 

Ambralite, S.a.S. (manufacturer of 
plastic products), 12 Via S. Pellico, 
Milan, wishes to obtain agency for 
plexiglass (acrylic resin), and other 


plastics, in sheets and rods, clear and 
multicolored, as well as mother-of- 
pearl color type for the manufacture of 
novelties, costume jewelry, and buttons. 


Plastic Products 


England 

Arthur Anniss (agent), Mopes Farm 
Cottage, Denham Lane, Chalfont St. 
Peter, Bucks., seeks agency for plastic 
containers for use in food, chemical, 
cosmetic, confectionery, and other in- 
dustries. 


. 





American exporters 
are urged to mark 


United States - 
of America 


on external containers 
of goods shipped abroad 


Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 40, 
adopted July 30, 1953, suggests that 
such marking will help to publicize 
American-made goods overseas. 
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Precision Instruments 
Belgium ' 

DRUA (importer of measuring and 
control instruments for research lab- 
oratories and _ industries; electronic 
equipment; apparatus for nuclear phys- 
ies), 205 Avenue Van Volxem, Forest- 
Brussels, seeks agency on an exclusive 
basis for Belgium from VU. S. manufac- 
turers of measuring and control instru- 
ments, 


Textiles 
Union of South Africa 


Cecil M. Simon & Co. (Pty.), Ltd. 
(manufacturers’ representative handling 
textiles, automotive spares, and ma- 
chinery), 2-3 Dominion House, 76 An- 
derson St., P. O. Box 3474, Johannes- 
burg, seeks agency from U. S. mills for 
textiles, including khaki satin twist 
drills, tie linings, elastic and trouser 
waist bands, good-quality cottons for 
women’s dresses, printed and plain flan- 
nelettes, tie silks, suit and coat linings, 
and shirtings. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











England 


Ronald G. Cole, representing Carter 
& Co., Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter of 
glazed wall tile, floor tile, mosaic, glazed 
tile facings, and terra cotta), East Quay 
Road, Poole, Dorset, is interested in ex- 
porting to the United States glazed 
wall tiles. Was scheduled to arrive No- 
vember 13, via New York, for a 3-week 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Hotel Taft, 7th 
Ave. and 50th St., New York, N.Y., No- 
vember “13-20; Hotel Commodore, Sut- 
ter-at-Jones, San Francisco 9, Calif., 
December 19-23; Hotel Statler, 930 Wil- 
shire Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif., Decem- 
ber 23-30. Itinerary: New York, San 
Francigco, Los Angeles, and Baltimore. 

Eric Cookson, representing self (in- 
ventor of windshield wiper blade), 14 
Wilkinson Ave., Blackpool, Lancs., is 
interested in licensing a U. S. firm to 
manufacture a patented windshield 
wiper blade designed to remove by me- 
chanical action streaks and smears left 
by..ordinary wiper blades. Scheduled 
to arrive December 6, via New York, 
for a 5-week visit. U. S. address: c/o 
American Express Co.,. 65 Broadway, 
New York 6, N. Y. Itinerary; New York 
City and Buffalo, N. Y.; Detroit; and 
Chicago. 


India 
R. Madhavan Nayar, representing 
Cochin Co. (exporter of fresh-frozen 


shrimp and fish, and dried fish), Chittur 
Road, Ernakulam, Kerala State, inter- 
ested in exporting frozen shrimp, fish, 
lobster tails, frog legs, crabs, and dried 
fish, as well as pepper and cashew nuts, 
wishes technical information on refrig- 


eration and packing of shrimp, and 
would like to meet U. S. importers of 
these commodities. Scheduled to ar- 
rive November 27, via New York for a 
2-week visit. U. S. address: c/o Ata- 
lanta Trading Corp., 77/79 Hudson St., 
New York 13, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York and Washington. 


Mexico 


Carlos Ferrer Barranco, representing 
Galindo Hnos., Productores Cinemato- 
graficos, Motion Picture Producers, Es- 
tudios Churubusco, Calzada de Tlalpan, 
Mexico, D.F. is interested in visiting 
various drug and biological manufac- 
turing houses, including veterinarian 
pharmaceuticals, to secure, if possible, 
their representation in Mexico. Was 
scheduled to arrive October 29, via 
San Antonio, .Tex., for a month’s visit. 
U. S. address not given. Itinerary: Lin- 
coln, Nebr.; Kansas City; Indianapolis; 
Omaha; and nver. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Juan Romero Huxley, representing 
Teneria Cuautemoc, S.A., Canal del 
Norte 266, Mexico, D.F., is interested 
in visiting tanneries in the United 
States to secure technical data on the 
tanning of sheep, suede, and garment 
leathers to improve production meth- 
ods and quality in Mexico. He also 
wishes to secure a source of supply for 
raw hides and skins to export to Mex- 
ico, and whatever new machinery may 
be necessary to improve present pro- 
duction. Was scheduled to arrive No- 
vember 5, via San Antonio, for a 
month’s visit. U. S. address not given. 
Itinerary: San Antonio; Wilmington; 
Del.; New York; Boston; Philadelphia; 
and probably Gloversville, N. Y. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 


Portugal 


Dr. Joao Luiz da Costa, representing 
Empresa de Cimentos de Leiria, SARL, 
and Associated Companies, Rua do Cais 
de Santarem, 64-1°, Lisbon, is interested 
in meeting executives of U. S. industry 
concerning utilization of atomic energy 
in industry, automation in industry, and 
effects of new techniques in company 
organization. Was scheduled to arrive 
November 25, via New York, for a 3- 
week visit. U. S. address and itinerary 
not given. ‘ 


Union of South Africa 

Richard Katz, representing Katz Bros. 
Agencies, P.O. Box 2573, Cape Town, is 
interested in contacting manufacturers 
and prime converters of textile piece 
goods—plain ahd printed—for under- 
wear and clothing for men and women, 
Scheduled to arrive the first week in 
December via New York, for a month's 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Albert Sulg- 
bach, 900 Western Ave., New York 25, 
N. Y. Itinerary! New York and Los 
Angeles. ~ 

Revised World Trade Directory re- 
port being prepared. 


13 


oe ee 


nee b 
ey 














FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Food Exposition Planned for Brazil 


A food exposition, sponsored by the 
Brazilian Rural Confederation, is to be 
held at the Hotel Quitandinha, Petrop- 
olis, Brazil, January 26-February 25, 
1957, in conjunction with the Second 
BraZilian Nutrition Congress (Jornada 
Brasileira de Bromatologia). 

The sponsors invite foreign firms to 
participate with displays of processed 
foods, feedstuffs, fertilizers, insecticides, 
food processing equipment, agricultural 
machinery and equipment, and other 
appropriate commodities, although the 
exposition is intended primarily to serve 
the interests of Brazilian producers of 
foodstuffs and food-processing equip- 
ment. 

The sponsors plan to rent 1,800 square 
meters of space on the hotel grounds, 
in addition to 4 large rooms in the 
hotel. An additional 1,200 square meters 
of display area will be available if re- 
quired. Large Brazilian and foreign 
companies’ exhibits will be housed in 
the Marconi Room where the rental- 
space rate of 8,000 cruzeiros a square 
meter (approximately 70 cruzeiros= 
US$1 at free exchange rate) will include 
registration; insurance of the stands, 
products, and displays against fire and 
damage; and cost of receptionists, 
guards, watchmen, maintenance, clean- 
ing, and electricity for illumination 
during the 30-day exhibition. 

Insurance for machinery and the 
more expensive equipment and any 
specially valuable items must be pur- 
chased by the exhibitor. The cost of 
electrical power (50 cycles, 110-120 
volts) for the operation of mechanical 
equipment is chargeable to the exhibitor. 

Display areas are available in mini- 
mum units of 15 square meters with a 
maximum space for a single commercial 
exhibit set at 250 square meters. Ap- 
plications for space should be directed 
to Tetrabras, Rua da Assembleia 93, 
11th Floor, Rio de Janeiro, and must be 
received on or before December 27. 
Space will be allocated on a first-come 
first-served basis. gf 





Foreign exhibitors may import into 
Brazil samples, machinery, processed 
goods, displays, and other items tem- 
porarily free of duty and exchange 
cover. Shipments should be addressed 
to the Exposicao Brasileira de Alimen- 
tacao (Confederacao Rural Brasileria), 
Hotel Quitandinha, Petropolis, Brazil, 
followed by the exhibitor’s markings. 
The exposition’s sponsors will transport 
the goods from the port of Rio to the 
Hotel Quitandinha at the exhibitors’ 
expense. At the conclusion of the ex- 
position, exhibited goods may be sold 
upon payment of applicable duties and 
import agios (exchange premiums). 


20 Countries Exhibit 
Books at Frankfurt 


A total of 1,176 publishers from 20 
countries exhibited some 50,000 publica- 
tions at the 1956 International Book 
Fair, an annual commercial exhibition 
of both German and foreign book pub- 
lishers and dealers, held at the Frank- 
furt municipal fairgrounds, September 
19-24. An estimated 14,000 of these were 
newly published titles not previously 
released. Representative works were 
shown in fiction, philosophy, art, music, 
political science, law, economics, geog- 
raphy, medicine, history, the natural 
sciences, and education 

Sixty-seven U. S. concerns exhibited 
at the German sponsors’ invitation ex- 
tended through the American Book Pub- 
lisher’s Council, 2 West 46th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 

The exhibition, sponsored by the West 
German Association of Publishers and 
Book Dealers, 17-19 MHupschgraben, 
Frankfurt-am-Main, was housed in 3 of 
the fairground’s exhibition halls, which 
provided approximately 9,000 square 
meters of covered exhibit space.-Stand 
fittings were uniform, and no individual 
firm was given special prominence in 
display. Representative national book 
exhibits were staged by communist 
China, France, Great Britain, Hungary, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Ru- 
mania, the Soviet Union, Spain, Switzer- 
land, and Western Germany. . 

The fair was attended by 37,000 visit- 
ors, including a large number of buyers 
from foreign countries. While no figures 
pertaining to the total sales volume 
were reported by the fair management, 
the majority of exhibiting firms report- 
edly were highly satisfied with the busi- 
ness transacted. 

The next International Book Fair is 
scheduled for October 5-10, 1957. 

A copy of the Official Fair Catalog 
is available on loan from the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Offenbach Leather 
Fair Set in March 


The next International Leather Goods 
Fair at Offenbach, Germany, is to be 
held March 9-14, 1957. Inquiries con- 
cerning the event may be directed to 
the fair managers, Offenbacher Messe 
Geselischaft m.b.H., 108-112 Kaiser- 
strasse, in Offenbach. 

The 15th International Leather Goods 
Fair, held on September 1-6, 1956, at- 
tracted an estimated 26,000 buyers, of 
whom some 6,000 were from foreign 
countries, the fair management has an- 
nounced. Foreign attendance was re- 
ported to have been slightly above that 
of the 1955 fall fair. 

A total of 420 exhibitors, including 
Austrian, French, Italian, British, Span- 
ish, and Netherlands manufacturers, as 
well as West German concerns, dis- 
played their products in exhibition halls 
comprising approximately 8,000 square 
meters of floor space. The basic space 
rate a square meter was 30 German 
marks for permanent stands and 40 
German marks for temporary stands (1 
German mark = US$0.238). 

Items exhibited were of excellent 
quality and, in view of the approaching 
Christmas season, leather gift articles 
attracted particular attention. The gen- 


eral public was admitted on the last é 


two afternoons of the fair. 


Copies of the 15th fair’s official cata- 
log are available on loan from the 
Trade Fair Information Section, Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 





| A Firms Invited To Take 
Part in Baghdad Trade Fair 


U. S. firms are invited to participate, 
through their Iraqi representatives, in 
an agricultural and industrial trade fair 
to be held at Baghdad, Iraq, in April 
1957. The fair is being organized by the 
Baghdad Provincial Administration, and 
is being managed by the Office of the 
Muttassarif of Baghdad. 

Exhibits are expected to include 
industrial and agricultural machinery, 
processed foods, livestock, and fowl and 
animal products, 


As Baghdad is the country’s principal 
marketing center, this fair is expected 
to have greater significance for dis- 
tributors of imported products than 
other provincial fairs. The exhibit- 
space rate has been established at Iraqi 
dinar 0.750 a square meter (1 dinar= 
US$2.80). 

Applications for space and requests 
for additional information should be 
directed to the Office of the Muttassarif 
of Baghdad, Baghdad. 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





{UOTO Moves To Facilitate World Travel 


Important measures for the development of world travel were 
recommended by the 11th general assembly of the International Union 
of Official Travel Organizations convened in Vienna, October 22-26. 

The Union's official membership is composed of government travel 
bureaus or other governmental agencies of more than 50 nations. Dele- 


gates from over 40 nations attended 
the assembly, together with representa- 
tives from a number of private national 
and international organizations and 
enterprises. 

That the efforts of the important 
Inter-American Travel Congresses and 
the Pacific Area Travel Association 
might be coordinated with those of 
worldwide IUOTO, the two organiza- 
tions were invited to act as IUOTO 
regional bodies. As members of both 
organizations took part in the delibera- 
tions at Vienna, the invitation is ex- 
pected to be accepted and effective 
worldwide IUOTO, the two organiza- 
working relationships established. This 
coordination will not affect the struc- 
ture or budgets of the two regional 
organizations, but their members will 
also be invited to become members of 
IUOTO. 


Need for Hotels Stressed 


The Assembly recognized the need in 
many parts of the world for increased 
hotel accommodations as one of the most 
pressing problems in travel develop- 
ment. It therefore adopted a resolution 
pointing out the steady increase in traf- 
fic and the impetus that travel will re- 
ceive from the advent of jet airplanes, 
emphasizing the critical need for hotels 
of a type that will appeal to modern 
businessmen and vacation travelers, and 
calling upon Governments to give atten- 
tion to the “primary importance and 
urgency” of obtaining capital for con- 
struction and expansion of hotels and 
similar enterprises. 

Measures recommended for govern- 
mental action to this end include desig- 
nation of the hotel industry as essential 
to the national interest, provision of 
long-term loans at low interest rates, 
guaranties of exchange for repayment 
of principal, payment of interest and 
transfer of profits, custom exemptions 
to facilitate import of materials and 
equipment, and admission of experts 
from other countries for reasonable 
periods. The resolution was based in 
large part upon a similar action taken 
by the Inter-American Travel Con- 
gresses at their meting in Costa Rica 
last April. (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
May 7, 1956, p. 14) and marks further 
Official recognition of the importance 
of hotels in the travel field. 

A set of recommendations recognized 
the growing importance of youth travel, 
the promotional value of credit travel, 
and the need for improved transit facil- 


November 26, 1956 





ities at airports. Appreciation was ex- 
pressed of the recent publication of a 


comprehensive catalog of tourist propa- 


ganda films, and the tendency of some 
governments to reduce their tourist 
promotional expenditures was criticized. 


Freedom of Travel Advocated 


Reaffirming its ultimate goal of as- 
suring complete freedom of internation- 
al travel by abolishing travel barriers, 
the Union recommended elimination of 
passports by countries whose citizens 
can establish proof of nationality and 
identity by means of identification cards 
—documents which many foreign coun- 
tries require their citizens to carry at 
all times; extension of the validity of 
passports to.5 years; elimination of 
entry visas by all countries whose eco- 
nomic and political situation permits 
and issuance of visas free of charge; 
and delivery of passports, visas, and 
identification cards to travelers at no 
greater cost than cost of issuance. 


The Assembly also recommended that 
all countries ratify the 1954 Convention 
on Customs Facilities for Touring, and 
promptly implement the amended annex 
9 of the Convention on Civil Aviation. 
It also urged ratification of the 1954 
United Nations protocol on free entry 
of tourist-promotion material. 


On the important subject of currency 
restrictions still in effect in some coun- 
tries which make _—— abroad 
difficult if not impossible the Union ap- 
proved a recommendation of the Organ- 
ization for European Economic Coopera- 
tion which would place the minimum 
allowance for travel abroad at not less 
than US$200 to US$300 a person yearly. 
The Union also reiterated its opposition 
to the introduction of maintenance of 
any special taxes burdening tourists or 
the tourist industry. 

Current studies on international travel 
Statistics and on the structure of official 
travel organizations are to be continued, 
and a preliminary stidy of prices of 
tourists accommodations and services 
will be undertaken. 

The organization’s budget for 1957 
was approved at approximately $35,000 
the same as for the current year. The 
Union has a small headquarters staff 
at Geneva, Switzerland. 

Five additional governments were 
admitted to official membership—Aus- 
tralia, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hun- 
gary, and Puerto Rico, making 58 gov- 


ernments whose official travel bureaus 
are now members of IUOTO. 

Dr. Jorge Felner da Costa, Director 
of Portugal's National Office of Tourism 
was elected as the Union’s president 
for next year and representatives of 
Luxembourg and the United States 
were chosen as vice presidents. 

An invitation from the U. S, Govern- 
ment and the American travel industry 
to hold the 12th general assembly in 
New York City and Washington on 
November 3-9, 1957, was. accepted. 

An international poster competition 
with entries from more than 40 coun- 
tries was held in connection with the 
assembly. Posters were displayed in a 
Vienna fair building, and the public was 
invited to ballot for preferences. Popu- 
lar vote gave first prize to Japan, with 
honorable mention to Australia, Egypt, 


‘Ireland, Monaco, and Finland. The 


U. S. submitted three entries, from 
the aviation, steamship, and railroad 
industries. 

U. S. membership in IUOTO is held 
by the Department of Commerce. The 
United States was represented at the 
assembly by the Director of the Inter- 
national Travel Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, Department of Com- 
merce, and by the Counselor for Eco- 
nomic Affairs of the American Embassy 
in Vienna, together with officials of 
the National Association of Travel Or- 
ganizations, American Society of Trav- 
el Agents, Curtis Publishing Co., Pan 
American World Airways, Public Rela- 
tions Society of America, and the mag- 
azines, Holiday, Saturday Review of 
Literature, and Time, The permanent 
secretary of the Inter-American Travel 
Congresses also attended. 


ITRI Holds Annual 
Meeting in Salzburg. 


Preceding the IUOTO assembly at 
Vienna the International Travel Re- 
search Institute held its annual meet- 
ing at Salzburg, Austria, October 15-16, 
with 75 delegates present from 22 
countries. 

ITRI is an independent organization, 
although many of its members are also 
members of IUOTO. 

Progress in travel research through- 
out the world was reviewed, and future 
studies of travel trends in Africa, 
Southeast Asia, and thé Pacific area 
and of the American tourist movement 
in Europe were discussed, 

A new prospectus of the Institute's 
activities and future plans is to be pre-_ 
pared and-a campaign for additional 
members and funds launched. 

It was indicated that the Institute’s 
next annual meeting will be held in 
Italy October 10-15. 
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Loan Made for Power 
Project in Nicaragua 


A $1.6-million loan has been granted 
for electric power development in Nic- 
aragua, the World Bank has announced. 

The loan will supplement a $7.1-mil- 
lion loan made in July 1955 to finance 
foreign exchange costs of constructing 
a .30,000-kilowatt thermal power plant 
in Managua, expanding the distribution 
system, and laying transmission lines 
to 15 outlying towns. 

Total cost of the project will amount 
to approximately the same as originally 
estimated, $10.6 million, but after the 
award of contracts for equipment and 
construction, the foreign exchange com- 
ponent was found to be larger than had 
been estimated. 

Construction of the power plant and 
building began in May. The first 15,000- 
kilowatt unit should be ready for com- 
mercial operation in March 1958, and 
the second 15,000-kilowatt unit 5 
months later. The Managua distribu- 
tion system is scheduled for completion 
before the end of 1957, and the trans- 
mission lines by February 1958. When 
completed the project will double 
electric-generating capacity in Nica- 
ragua and help meet the demand for 
power in the Managua and Pacific 
coastal plain areas, the most populous 
and productive in the country. 

Grace National Bank of New York is 
participating in the loan without World 
Bank guaranty to the extent of 
$101,000, which represents the first two 
maturities falling due in October 1959 
and April 1960. 

The loan was made to Empresa Na- 
cional de Luz y Fuerza of Managua, 
an autonomous Government corporation 
which supplies power to the Ma- 
nmagua area, and is guaranteed 
by the Republic of Nicaragua. It is 
for a term of 15 years and bears inter- 
est at 4% percent including the 1-per- 
cent commission charged by the Bank. 
Amortization will begin October 1, 1959. 

Bank loans in Nicaragua now total 
$23 million, made for electric power, 
agriculture, road transport, and im- 
provements at Corinto, the main sea- 
port on the Pacific. 


Montreal Airport To Have 
Large Freight Terminal 


Modernization of Montreal Airport, 
Canada’s biggest and busiest airport, 
is to include cdnstruction of a $1-mil- 
lion air-freight terminal entirely sep- 
arate from the new passenger facilities 
now being built, it has been announced. 

Work has begun on the foundation 
of the huge structure, which will be 480 
feet long by 80 feet wide, directly adja- 
cent to the present domestic air termi- 
nal. 

Whereas the terminals at Montreal 
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Airport, which house both domestic and 
international passenger requirements, 
are the property of the Canadian De- 
partment of Transport, the projected 
air-freight terminal and office building 
is undertaken by private enterprise and 
will be the first of its kind in Canada. 


Because of the great transition now 
under way in commercial aviation, from 
piston engines to turboprops, which are 
numerous in Canada since advent of the 
Viscount, and subsequently to straight 
turbojets, many of today’s big 4-engine 
passenger aircraft may be converted to 
air-freight fleets —U. S. Consulate Gen- 
eral, Montreal. 


Plane Air Worthiness 
Considered by ICAO 


Developments at the third air naviga- 
tion conference of International Civil 
Aviation Organization recently con- 





cluded in Montreal, included the fol- 


lowing: 


@ The conference revised completely 
ICAO’s international standards, recom- 
mended practices dealing with the air- 
worthiness of planes, and set up a sys- 
tem by which ICAO ight provide 
guidance to member states on the latest 
technical developments in airworthi- 
ness. 

@ The conference was unable to reach 
unanimous agreement on the question 
of whether transport aircraft should be 
fitted with passenger seats facing to- 
ward the rear. Opinion differed as to 
whether this device is the best method 
for protecting passengers. + 


@ Requirements for aircraft external 
lights, intended among other things to 
reduce the possibility of midair colli- 
sions, were considered, and the con- 
ference concluded that a special panel 
of experts shguld be called to discuss 
the problem in greater detail. 


The conference also considered route 
and airport qualifications for pilots and 
the question of operational control, that 
is, exercise of authority over the initi- 
ation, continuation, diversion, or termi- 
nation of a flight. 


The conference's recommendations 
must now be considered by the ICAO 
Air Navigation Commission and ap- 
proved by the council before they can 
come into effect. 


Representatives of 28 nations and 4 
international organizations attended 
the conference. 





A new thermoelectric plant is to be 
built at a coal mine in the State of 
Santa Catarina, Brazil. The plant, which 
would use about 250,000 tons of low- 
grade coal a year, will have a capacity 
of 100,000. kilowatts, considerably in 
excess of present demand in the State.— 
U. S. Embassy, Rio de Janeiro, 


New Zealand Port To 
Be Greatly Expanded 


Expansion of farm production in 
Southland County, New Zealand, has 
induced the New Zealand Government 
to approve plans for development of the 
port of Bluff, a project contemplated 
for some years. 


The contract for this large under- 
taking has been awarded to a French 
firm, the lowest bidder by £250,000, 
with a bid of £3.2 million. Begun on 
August 10 the work is to be completed 
in 42 months. 


This project will transform the little 
port of Bluff, with its 2,600 inhabitants 
and single wharf capable of taking 1 or 
2 oversea ships, into the third or fourth 


busiest port in New Zealand with 
berths for 5 oversea ships and use of 
the old wharf for tankers, 


Special features include creation of a 
huge sand island by dredges which are 
to be brought from Singapore; creation 
of docks on the island; construction of 
cargo sheds on the docks with refriger- 
ated rooms on the upper floors for meat 
storage; and a shelter system to facil- 
itate loading from the sheds in rainy 
weather and thus permit faster ship 
turnarounds. The man-made island 
will be large enough eventually to ac- 
commodate three more deep sea berths, 
or a total of eight. In 10 years Bluff 
is expected to handle 25,000 export tons 
a year and in 30 years to be New 
Zealand's largest export port for wool 
and meat.—U, S. Embassy, Wellington. 


Costa Rican Tourist Cards 
Issued by Transport Firms 


Americans visiting Costa Rica can 
now obtain tourist cards from the trans- 
portation company they patronize. 





Tourists need only go to the transpor- 
tation company, buy a ticket to and 
from Costa Rica, show the possession 
of documentation required for entrance 
to the next place of destination after 
Costa Rica and pay a $2 fee for the 
card, 


Bearers Will be permitted to stay in 
Costa Rica for 30 days, although the 
Ministry of Public Security may grant 
extensions for a maximum of 6 months. 

A tourist card requires no photograph 
or fingerprints. s 


Formerly tourists traveling to Costa 
Rica obtained their tourist cards or 
tourist visas from Costa Rican consu- 
lates abroad. 


The new regulations, issued under a 
decree of October 19, implement recom- 
mendations of the Sixth Inter-American 
Travel Congress. 
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Transfer Policy Set 
For U. S.-Flag Ships 


All former policies of the U. S. Mari- 
transfer of 
American-flag ships to foreign registry 
were terminated on November 5, and 
simultaneously a neW general policy 
outlining the terms and conditions for 
transfer of vessels of 3,000 gross tons 
and over was established, ‘the Admin- 
istration has announced. 

The Maritime Administration, _how- 
ever, reserves the right to modify or 
rescind without public notice any of 
the announced policy terms or conditions 
if circumstances warrant. 

Under the new policy each applica- 
tion will be considered on its individual 
merits on the basis of type, size, speed, 
general condition and age of vessel, ac- 
ceptability of foreign buyer, and coun- 
try of registry. Each application will be 
evaluated from the standpoint of need 
for retention of the vessel involved as 
to its possible effect upon the national 
defense, maintenance of an adequate 
American merchant marine, the foreign 
policy of the United States, and the 
national interest. 

As a basic part of the new policy, the 
Maritime Administrator said, “No U. S. 
flag ‘war-built’ vessel, such as Liberty- 
and Victory-type dry cargoes, or T-2- 
type tankers, will be approved for 
traff@ier to foreign ownership and reg- 
istry unless the American owner under- 
takes a replacement program, Transfer 
of over-age vessels may be approved 
for transfer to foreign ownership and 
registry without a replacement program, 
provided the vesse}. is not needed for 
purposes of national defense.” 

The number of U, S.-flag vesSéls to be 
transferred will be determined by the 
Maritime Administrator substantially in 
accordance with established rules. 

Copies of the complete policy on trans- 
fers will be published in the Federal 
Register and may be obtained from the 
U. S. Maritime Administration, Office 

of Ship : ceca Washington 25, D. C, 


Large “Hydroelectric Power 
Plant Planned in Pakistan 


Detailed desygns for the Mangla Dam 
project in Pakistan are expected to be 
completed within the next few months. 

The project, estimated to cost about 
1,000 million rupees (US$211 million), 
will take about 5 years for completion. 

The dam is to be located on the 
Jhelum River between Jhelum and Sal- 
tanpur and will be flanked by a power 
plant on the left and a spillway on the 
right. It will impound 9 million acre 
feet, which will bring an additional 3 
million acres- under irrigation, and the 
lake which it impounds will cover 100 
Square miles. 

Installed generating capacity of the 
power plant will be 300,000 kilowatis.— 
Lahore. 
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2 TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES 


Ce 


The 9-mile Ilopango Boulevard con- 
necting Ilopango International Airport 
with the city of San Salvador was 
inaugurated early last month. 

Work remains to be done on one of 
the two overhead railroad trestles, but 
the modern US$§800,000 4-lane highway 
is otherwise intact and in everyday use, 
replacing the extremely poor mountain 
road formerly used. 

The new boulevard bypasses slum 
suburbs which the old road served and 
provides a pleasing first impression of 
the city. 

The road has also spurred the devel- 
opment of a new industrial area along 
its route, where several modern indus- 
trial plants already are in operation and 
others are projected.—U, S. Embassy, 
San Salvador, 





French National Railways has re- 
ceived Ministerial approval of certain 
changes in freight rates involving coal 
and similar products. Rates for trans- 
port of various types of fertilizers are 
reduced from 5 percent to 9% percent 
according to commodity, and ,the Gov- 
ernment, which requested the reduc- 
tions, reportedly has agreed to pay a 
compensatory subsidy to the national- 
ized railways to compensate for their 
revenue losses.—U. S. Embassy, Paris. 





A Mexican Government allotment of 
17 million pesos for road construction 
in the State of Campeche, Mexico, 
reportedly has been approved by Presi- 
dent Cortines, Work on the Champoton- 
Isla Aguada road in that State was 
initiated on September 20 and its com- 
pletion will represent a further impor- 
tant step in linking the Yucatan Penin- 
sula with the rest of the country.—U. S. 
Consulate General, Merida. 





Bolivia has established new domestic 
and international postal rates averaging 
300 percent higher than those formerly 
in effect, by a Supreme decree effective 
October 11. Bolivian postal rates al- 
ready had been doubled on April 25, 
1955 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 
8, 1955, p. 27).—U. S. Embassy, La Paz. 





The airline, Transportes Aereos Lat- 
inoamericanos (TALA), established in 
August, is now acquiring aircraft and 
initially will operate charter cargo 
flights, primarily in Colombia.—U. S. 
Embassy, Bogota. 





Tunisia now requires that all foreign- 
ers arriving in the country present 
visas, regardless of type of passport or 
length of stay. 






The Dominican Republic will earn 
more than RD§$8 million, about double 
1955 receipts, from an estimated 46,000 
tourists this year, the Dominican Tour- 
ist Bureau states. 

The addition of four luxury hotels 
and the stimulus afforded by the multi- 
million dollar Fair of Peace and Broth- 
erhood have been largely responsible 
for the increase. Expenditures by 
about 4,500 distributors of Fedders- 
Quigan Co., which held an 8-week con- 
vention in Cuidad Trujillo in Septem- 
ber-October, also represent a large 
inflow of tourist dollars. , 

Tourist arrivals in the first 8 months 
numbered 31,023, of which 67 percent 
were from the United States. 

In the like period of last year 21,530 
tourists entered the country. 





The Cuban public service railroads 
with governmental assistance in the 
form of loans and tax exemptions are 
continuing their rehabilitation and mod- 
ernization programs. The mixed Gov- 
ernment-private company, Ferrocarriles 
Occidentales, S.A., has announced the 
proposed acquisition of additional equip- 
ment, including 20 diesel locomotives 
and 30 self-propelled passenger coaches, 
This company and Ferrocarriles Consol- 
idados are awaiting official approval of 
their plans to inaugurate piggy-back 
freight service.—U. S. Embassy, Havana 





Ceylon Customs beginning October 1 
was no longer to require bona fide tour- 
ists and transit visitors to complete 
regular customs declarations. The au- 
thorities were to reserve the right, how- 
ever, to request written declarations 
and to search and examine persons and 
baggage. False declarations, either oral 
_ or written, reportedly are to be pun- 
ished by heavy fines and confiscation of 
undeclared dutiable articles without 
right of appeal. The requirement that 
tourists and transit visitors must fill out 
currency declarations will not be relaxed, 





A newly appreved Spanish internal 
feeder airline, Trabajos Aereos y En- 
laces, S. A. (TAE), with an office near 
Bilbao, will begin flying operations in 
March 1957, according to present plans. 

The line’s principal emphasis will be 
on speedy, efficient tourist travel with 
the hope of attracting American tour- 
ists who have only a imited time to 
spend in Spain. It will operate both 
scheduled and charter flights and will 
connect medium-size cities not served 
by either of the two major Spanish air- 
lines with the larger population centers. 
—U. S. Consulate, Bilbao. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





World Rubber Output 

> . 

Dips; Consumption Up 

World production of natural rubber 
amounted to 145,000 long tons in Sep- 
tember 1956, compared with 170,000 
tons in September 1955, according to 
the Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 

Output in the first 9 months of this 
year totaled 1,345,000 tons, down 1.6 
percent from the 1,367,500 tons regis- 
tered in the first 9 months of 1955. 

World consumption of natural rub- 
ber in September 1956 was placed at 
150,000 tons, the same amount as in 
September a year ago. In the first 9 
months of 1956, consumption was esti- 
mated at 1,392,500 tons, up 25,000 tons 
from the 1,367,500 tons posted in the 
like period of 1955. Estimated imports 
into Russia and China, included in these 
figures, totaled 17,100 tons in Septem- 
ber 1956, 3,600 tons in September 1955, 
142,550 tons in January-September 1956, 
and 37,025 tons in January-September 
1955. 

Synthetic rubber production in Sep- 
tember 1956, excluding  iron-curtain 
countries, was estimated at 100,000 tons, 
and consumption at 90,000 tons. In Sep- 
tember 1955, output was 93,453. tons, 
and consumption, 92,500 tons. In Janu- 
ary-September 1956, production was 
910,000 tons, and consumption §827,- 
500 tons, while in the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1955, the figures were 782,870 
tons, and 770,000 tons, respectively. 

World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber totaled 2.22 million 
tons in the first 9 months of 1956, as 
against 2,137,500 tons in the first 9 
months of 1955. U.S. consumption de- 
clined 5.4 percent—from 1,133,555 tons 
to 1,071,905 tons, while foreign con- 
sumption, excluding Russia and China, 
increased 4.0 percent—from 966,900 
tons to 1,005,500 tons. 





Southern Rhodesian Factory 
Begins Tannin Production 


A new tannin industry has been 
added to Southern Rhodesif’s growing 
list of industries. 

The Rhodesian Wattle Co. has started 
production of tannin in the first of its 
extract factories at Silverstreams near 
Melsetter in the Eastern Districts and 
also has started construction of a sec- 
ond factory near Inyanga, about 100 
miles farther north. When the two 
plants reach full production, it is ex- 
pected that, at current prices, the value 
of the extract produced will be about 
£1 million annually (£1—approximately 
US$2.80). 

Each factory will produce 8,000 tons 
of extract a year, using 48,000 tons of 
green bark. Six to seven thousand 


ll 


acres of wattle trees will be felled and 
stripped annually. New trees are to be 
planted immediately after each felling. 
Favorable climatic conditions, includ- 
ing 60 to 70 inches of rainfall a year, 
enable the trees to achieve sufficient 
growth for stripping within 10 years. 
Thus at the planned rate of production, 
60,000 to 70,000 acres of wattle will 
provide a continuous supply of bark. 

Planting of wattle trees began by the 
company in 1946 and somie 58,000 acres 
have been planted. Private growers 
have planted an additional 10,000 acres. 
The plantations are in the mountains 
along the Portuguese East Africa bor- 
der and extend almost 150 miles from 
Mount Silinda north to Inyanga, The 
company plans to increase its own 
plantings to 66,000 acres, bringing in- 
vestments over'a 10-year period up to 
about £2.55 million. Its current staff 
consists of 90 Europeans and 2,300 Af- 
ricans.—U. S. Consulate General, Sal- 
isbury. 





Canada Manutactures 
Fewer Leather Shoes 


Canadian leather footwear production 
declined approximately 45 percent in 
July 1956 from the June 1956 output, 
but was about 13 percent higher than 
that for July 1955. 

Output amounted to 2,409,543 pairs in 
July, a decrease of 1,091,149 pairs from 
the June 1956 production of 3,500,692 
pairs. In July 1955, 2,098,539 pairs were 
produced. 

For the 7 months ended July 31, 
leather footwear production totaled 24,- 
544,614 pairs, compared with 21,820,875 
pairs in the corresponding period of 
1955. 

Footwear produced with leather soles 
amounted to 937,938 pairs in July and 
9,194,098 pairs for the 7 months’ period. 

All types of footwear production in- 
creased in the first 7 months of 1956, 
compared with the first 7 months of 
1955, as shown by the following table: 


1956 1955 


REEL... SERED 5,712,020 4,747,052 
Boys’ noe” = Se 716,554 
EE senniseitcetiincvermtntenatinn 187,142 181,252 
Women's and 

growing girls’ ............ 11,707,150 10,656,039 
Misses’ ess i 2,143,503 
Children’s and 3 

0 * — ae 1,800,197 1,748,294 
Babies’ and infants’ ...... 1,778,025 1,628,181 

Total . sageosesseereentt hy, O44, O14 21,820,875 


During July 260 factories were in op- 
eration located as follows: Newfound- 
land, 1; Nova Scotia, 1; New Brunswick, 
3; Quebec, 157; Ontario, 86; Manitoba, 
6; and British Columbia, 6. 





Indonesian copra exports in the first 
8 months of 1956 totaled 139,345 long 
tons compared with 163,267 tons ex- 
ported in the corresponding period of 
1955, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 


.* 


West Germany Plans 
Greater Coal Output 


Plans to increase coal production in 
the Federal Republic of Germany by 40 
million tons over the next 20 years, an 
increase of 30 percent over the current 
level, were outlined at a meeting of the 
Steinkohlenbergbauverein, the leading 
technical organization of the German 
coal industry. 


An annual increase of 2 million tons, 
according to the organization, would be 
possible both technically and from the 
standpoint of available deposits. 


Nearly every mining company has 
made plans for increased capacity, some 
of which include the opening of new 
shafts. 


Large mines capable of producing up 
to 20,000 tons a day—the current aver- 
age is 3,000-4,000 tons—will need to be 
developed, it is believed, to meet in- 
creased costs associated with exploita- 
tion of deeper deposits . The Soviet 
Union reportedly has had good results 
with hydromechanical methods, which 
seem particularly useful for steep 
seams. 


Suggestions also were made for more 
economical use of coal as a fuel which, 
according to the speakers, would ke 
possible a saving of about 9 million tons 
a year. This total includes savings of 
about 4.3 million tons in space heating, 


2.5 million tons in steam-power produc- ~ 


tion, and 1.5 million tons in the stone 
and earth industried® 





Bolivian Tin Exports Down 


Bolivia’s annual tin exports have de- 
clined almost steadily both by tonnage 


and gross value since 1949 as shown be- 
low: 


Tin Exports 


Year Tonnage Gross value 

(metric tons—fine/ (U. 8. dollars) 
es wai $72,852,000 
REN 63,215,000 
1951 ae 93,251,000 
1952 vse bd, 472 83,722,000 
1953 35,384 72,436,000 
1954 .. 29,287 57,877,000 
1955 28,369 57,273,000 
1956 (estimated) 25,100 53,600,000 


The 8-month figures for 1956 have 
been projected to estimate exports for 
the entire year.—U. S. Embassy, La Paz. 


The steel-rolling mill at Fredericks- 
vaerk, Denmark, has started an expan- 
sion program to cost an estimated 22 
million crowns, or $3.2 million, to come 
from its own resources. 


The program includes construction of 
a new ingot rolling mill, installation of 
a new medium plate mill—purchased in 
the United States—and enlargement of 
the company’s shops, laboratories, and 
harbor. The work is scheduled for com- 
pletion in 1959, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Turkey Sets... 


(Continued from page 6) 


such permits authorize banks to sell 
foreign exchange at the deblockage rate 
of 5.75 liras tc the U. S. dollar. 


Internal Deblocking Permitted 


Foreign owners of blocked funds in 
all three accounts are permitted to ob- 
tain an “internal deblocking permit” to 
use their funds for tourist expenses in 
Turkey. Use of blocked funds for this 
purpose is limited to 1,200 liras, or 
US$428 a person per month and to the 
owner of the funds, his spouse, blood 
relatives to the fourth degree, and rela- 
tives by marriage to the second degree. 

Such tourists may use blocked funds 
for residential expenses in Turkey and 
to purchase tickets for travel abroad on 
Turkish air and steamship companies 
and foreign airlines. They also may 
use blocked funds to purchase Turkish 
carpets or rugs to a value not exceed- 
ing 3,000 liras, or US$1,071, and gifts 
and souvenirs to a value of 250 liras, 
or US$89, except items containing gold 
and platinum. 

Commodities exportable from Turkey 
at the deblockage rate are: 


Animal products: 

Ham, salami, sausage and other meat prep- 
arations; pastourma (Turkish ham); soud- 
jouk (Turkish salami); boar meat. 


Dry and dried fruit: 

Dry apricots, prunes, apples, pears, quinces, 
blackberries, and mulberries; pumpkin seed; 
earobs;: bitter almonds, fruit stones and 
pips; chestnuts; bulama and pakmez (jams); 
and pine nuts. All pastes of dry fruit are 
excluded. 


Fresh and preserved fruit: 

Fresh fruit: all fruit preserves: fruit paste, 
pulp. and juice except paste of dry figs and 
raisins. 


Vegetables and preparations: 

Fresh vegetables: dry and salted vegeta- 
bles, including garlic, onions, and potatoes, 
but excluding capsicum whether ground or 
not: vegetable pulp and juice; tomato paste 
and sauce; preserved vegetables; canned veg- 
etable dishes for export in containers manu- 
factured of ordinary tinplate, whether im- 
ported or not under the regime of temporary 
admission, provided the price of the contain- 
er and the olive oil it contains is paid in a 
currency to be designated by the Ministry 
of Economy and Commerce. 


Oilseed: 

Hemp seeds. 

Minerals and their products: 

Mercury; meerschaum and goods made 
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thereof; emery; goods made of Kirsehir 
stone and chalcedony. 

Pottery and goods made of stone: 

Chinaware; roof tile, and brick. 

Aquatic products: 

Sponges; fish, fresh, in brine, and smoked; 
aquatic turtles; preserved fish for export in 
containers manufactured of ane tinplate, 
whether imported or not under the regime 
of temporary admissi@n, provided that the 
price of the container and the olive oil it 
contains is paid in a currency to be desig- 
nated by the Ministry of Economy and Com- 
merce; caviar, red, black, and. tamaram; 
dried salted fish, including mackerel (thiroz) ; 
lobsters, mussels, shrimps, and other aquatic 
animals. 

Monopoly goods: 

Raki (alcoholic drink made from grape 
juice); vodka; cognac; gin; wines; liqueurs; 
pure alcohol; cigarettes. 

Textile fabrics: 

Carpets; rugs; kilims 
veils; blouses, homemade. 

Miscellaneous: 

Mustard seed; soapwort; line flowers; cu- 
min; olibanum; olives for the table; goods 
made of straw and wicker; homemade ma- 
chines; homemade automobile springs; scrap 
mica; attar of roses; mineral water; gum 
tragacanth; musical instruments and parts 
thereof except cymbals; all kinds of bever- 
ages; silkworm cocoons; raw silk; chrysalid; 
groundnuts; mohair, including tops and 
yarn; decorative hand 
sandals, plates, spoons, etc.); small ceramic 
gocds, the largest part not exceeding 25 
centimeters; new year Erecting cards; 
brooches ornated with Turkish motifs and 
miniatures not containing gold and tinum 
— samples are o— by the Min- 
stry of Economy and mmerce. 

Forest products: 

Sahlep; mahlep; sumac; alizarin; asphodel; 
valonia; extract of valonia; tinctorial roots. 

Publications: 


Books, newspapers, and magazines. 

Services rendered by persons in Tur- 
key for which payment is made at the 
deblockage rate are: Assembly; consul- 
tations; lawyers’ services; medical serv- 
ices; technical research; projects and 
analyses. 

Assistance and donations granted 
from abroad to Turkish philanthropic 
societies and institutions serving in Tur- 
key and allocations granted to them by 
their central offices, the societies and 
institutions to be designated by the Min- 
istry of Finance, are also converted 
into liras at the deblockage rate. 

The new deblockage regulations su- 
persede those reported in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, January 2, 1956, page 10, 
and March 7, 1955, page 7. 


(rugs); shawls; 





Venezuelan Oil. . . 
(Continued from page 5) 


floor price of 40 bolivares per 100 kilo- 
grams for specified quantities of rough 
rice, a reduction from the preceding 
year’s price of 56 bolivares. The Ven- 
ezuelan Development Corporation an- 
nounced that it hopes to sell milled rice 
to retail at 0.75 bolivar a kilogram, as 
compared with the current price of 1.20 
bolivares. The rice harvest is unoffi- 
cially estimated at approximately 40,000 
metric tons of rough rice. 


Foreign Exchange Purchases Up 


Central Bank purchases of foreign 
exchange in August rose to $139 million 
and were $51.7 million greater than 
sales, reflecting the increased demand 
for bolivares by those awarded the new 


Belgian Firm Denied 
Export Privileges - 


Compadimex, S.A., formerly known 
as Compadimex, S.P.R.L., of Antwerp, 
Belgium, its managing director, Hen- - 
drik Frans Van der Zanden, and Rene 
de Metz, a former director of the 
Belgian firm, have been denied all 
U. S. export privileges for the dutation 
of export controls because of unauthor- 
ized transshipment of U.S.-origin borax 
products to Poland, the Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce has announced. 

BFC said that Compadimex trans- 
shipped the strategic materials, valued 
at a total of $93,500, in knowing viola- 
tion of U. S. export controls. The firm 
had induced U. S. suppliers to ship the 
commodities from the United States by 
leading them to believe that the’ prod- 
ucts were for ultimate delivery in Bel- 
gium, and by concealing its intention 
to reship to a customer in Poland to 
whom it had already sold the con 
signments. 

The transshipments occurred in 1953 
and early 1954, when the borax prod- 
ucts were under general license to 
friendly destinations. Beginning in Feb- 
ruary 1954, the materials were placed 
under validated license control to all 
destinations. 

The denial order, effective October 
30, prohibits Compadimex, Van der Zan- 
den, de Metz, and any other person or 
firm with whom they may be related by 
ownership, control, or position of re- 
sponsibility, from receiving or other- 
wise participating in U. S. exports, 
either directly or indirectly. It further 
states that no export transaction or 
related service involving U. S. goods 
may be performed for them by any 
person or firm without prior BFC ap- 
proval. 





oil concessions. Central Bank pur- 
chases of dollar exchange in the first 
8 months of 1956 totaled $725 million, 
compared with sales of $589 million— 
resulting in purchases exceeding sales 
by more than $136 million. The Central 
Bank’s international reserves were val- 
ued at the equivalent of $661 million 
on August 31, 1956. 

Government. revenues in August 
amounted to 450.3 million bolivares and 
exceeded disbursements by 136.6 mil- 
lion bolivares. In the first 2 months 
of the 1956-57 fiscal year Government ~ 
revenues totaled 666.1 million bolivares, 
compared with disbursements of 585.9 
million bolivares. The resulting sur- 
plus of 80.2 million bolivares increased 
the Treasury reserve funds to 706 mil- 
lion bolivares as of August 31. Supple- 
mentary appropriations decreed by the 
Government in October and prior addi- 
tions since the beginning of the fiscal 
year brought appropriations to the Gov- 
ernment’s 1956-57 budget to a total of 
3,082 million bolivares.—U. S. Embassy, 
Caracas. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Duty on Lighter Flints 
Not To Be Changed 


The President has declined to accept 
the Tariff Commission’s recommenda- 
tion for an increase in the tariff on im- 
ports of ierrocerium (lighter flints) and 
all other cerium alloys. 

In making known his decision on 
November 13, in identical letters to the 
Chairman of the Senate Finance and 
House Ways and Means Committees, 
the President stated as follows: “After 
consulting with interested departments 
and agencies of the Executive Branch, 
and afte? reviewing this case again in 
the light of latest available informa- 
tion, I have decided, on the facts and 
the law, that this case does not present 
sufficient grounds for escape clause re- 
lief.” 

It did not appear to him “that im- 
ports of lighter flints have, as the law 
provides, ‘contributed substantially to- 
wards causing or threatening serious 
injury’ to the domestic industry.” Such 
difficulties as the U. S. industry has 
encountered, the letter stated, appear 
to be due rather to an approximate 40- 
percent decline in the domestic con- 
sumption of lighter flints between 1951 
and 1954, and to a sharp decline of ap- 
proximately 90 percent in U.S. exports 
in the like period. Imports in 1954 rep- 
resented only 6.8 percent of the domes- 
tic consumption of lighter flints, and 
amounted to less than the volume of 
exports at their lowest. 

Presidential decision on the Tariff 
Commission's report of December 1955 
on this product had been deferred be- 
cause of a legal question as to the com- 
petitive situation in the domestic in- 
dustry. The Attorney General has since 
advised that no proceeding on that 
ground was warranted. 





Imports of Certain Jute 
Fabrics Under Inquiry 


An “escape clause” investigation into 
the import competition of a special 
type of jute fabric, referred to as jute 
backing for tufted rugs and carpets, 


was announced by the Tariff Commis- 
sion on November 9, upon application 
of the Patchogue-Plymouth Corp. of 
New York City. 





Sale of Surplus Tobacco 
To France Agreed Upon 


An agreement with France for the 
sale for local currency of $1.4 million 
worth of surplus tobacco, under Public 
Law 480 (83d Congress), was announced 
by the Department of Agriculture on 
November 9. 

As in other agreements of this type, 
the sales will be made by private U. S. 
traders. ; 

The proceeds from this program are 
to be used for various U. S. expendi- 
tures in the franc area, including the 
development of markets in France for 
tobacco and other agricultural products, 
and the procurement of goods in France 
for other friendly countries. 





Copper Scrap Export Quota 
Raised for Fourth Quarter 


A supplementary export quota of 
3,000 short tons of\new and old unal- 
loyed copper scrap has been estab- 
lished for the fourth quarter, the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce has an- 
nounced. 

The supplementary quota is in addi- 
tion to the 6,000-ton fourth-quarter 
quota announced by BFC on Septem- 
ber 25 and reflects lower domestic de- 
mand for these materials, principally 
on the part of brass mills. 

Distribution among exporters of the 
additional quota will be made on the 
historical licensing basis already in ef- 
fect, BFC said, with a small percentage 
set aside for newcomers. 

Export-license applications may be 
filed against the fourth-quarter quota 
through December 15. 





Output of cigarettes by the French 
Tobacco Monopoly in the first half of 
1956 totaled 47.3 million pounds—up 5.6 
percent from the 44.8 million pounds 
produced in the comparable period of 
last year, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 
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Farm Surplus Sales 
To Turkey Enlarged 


A further agreement with Turkey for 
the sale for local currency of several 
U. S. surplus agricultural products with 
an aggregate value of $43.6 million, in- 
cluding certain ocean transportation 
costs, was announced by the Department 
of State on November 13. 

The program’s commodity composi- 
tion is approximately as follows, in mil- 
lions of dollars: Wheat, 31.6; corn, 0.6; 
frozen beef, 4.4; and inedible tallow, 3.3. 

As in other agreements under Public 
Law 480, the sales will be made by 
private U. S. traders. ; 


A ‘substantial portion of the lira pro- 
ceeds from the above commodities will 
be held for loans to the Government of 
Turkey to promote Turkish economic 
development, The balance will be used 
to cover the cost of U. S. activities in 
Turkey, including the operation of the 
Fullbright program of educational ex- 
change. 





Western European rice production in 
1956 declined, but it is 4 percent above 
the 1950-54 average and 55 percent 
more than in the immediate postwar 
(1945-49) average period, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports, 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 

Please enter my subscription for 

Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 

a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 


0 a ee eT ~ 
4 

ES Veins OF Ee viele 

TS Zone......State..........-00 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. En- 
close check or money order payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents. 











& U. S. Government Printing Office: 1956-40126!/20 




















